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District 6,

Last month, I asked each of us a simple question: How can I be Mission Ready today?

Now it is time to put that readiness into action.

August gave us opportunities to gather, learn, share ideas, strengthen our connections and prepare for the work
ahead. From our District 6 School of Instruction to the American Legion National Convention, we have been
reminded that while our Units may be different in size, location and personality, we are united by one mission —
serving our veterans, military families and communities.

We have listened.

We have learned.

Now, it is time to launch.

And launching does not always mean beginning something big.

Sometimes it is making one phone call to a member we haven't seen lately. Sometimes it is inviting someone to
attend her first meeting. It may be volunteering for a program we have never worked before, mentoring a new
officer, replacing a worn American flag, helping a veteran in need, or simply asking, "What can I do to help?"
Every one of those actions moves our mission forward.

Apollo 11 did not reach the moon because of one person. Thousands of people, performing thousands of different
jobs, worked toward one common objective. Some were highly visible. Many never appeared in a photograph or
stood before a television camera. But every contribution mattered.

The same is true in the American Legion Auxiliary.

There is a place in this mission for every member.

As we move into September, I challenge every Unit in District 6 to find a way to MOVE — Mobilize Outstanding
Volunteers Everywhere. Give members meaningful opportunities to serve. Welcome their ideas. Recognize their
contributions. And perhaps most importantly, remind them why their service matters.

Our strength will never be measured simply by how many names appear on a membership roster. It will be
measured by what happens when those members discover that they are needed, valued and capable of making a
difference.

That is how we build stronger Units. —
That is how we serve our heroes. g, 2585‘:&';:17\1INEGF{§5RY
And that is how D6 STARs — Serving Together, Always Ready — keep shining. : S

Anita Truman Hutchinson

District 6 President
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Florida

W, MISSION AUXILIARY
o SERVING HEROE X ]
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Members worked on school supplies for veterans' children and
grandchildren.

For Operation Homefront,
we picked up 33 boxes of
school supplies from 5

)

IRy i W\ o e

'h\!w i 3 N S Dollar Trees, brought them |

' wrica 2 N\ home, sorted, reboxed
remiics. L8 LS and made 4 deliveries to

the FL Army National
o Guard 164th Air Defense
Artillery. Cathy and
Kathy also shopped for our veterans’ kids at Target.

All backpacks were filled and distributed at the Back-To-
" School Brigade on August 15.

Kathy was at the armory on 8/14 and will be there 8/15 for
the Back-To-School Brigade. It's drill weekend so
everyone will be there.

A senior member and two Juniors continue to assist in babysitting a military child while
her Mom is in training through the month of August.

A Junior and Senior member volunteered at the Avian Reconditioning Center in Apopka
cleaning cages and feeding raptors.

Orlando Memorial Unit 19 installed six officers for 2027. The Chaplain also attended the
6th District School of Instruction.

Members voted in the primaries.

Kathy DeRouin
Unit 19
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UNIT 55 CLERMONT
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S— Congratulations Mary!

During Tuesday’'s American
i Legion Auxiliary Unit 55
meeting on  8/4, Mary
Oberthaler was recognized for
her outstanding support of the
# Children & Youth Program and
T o her dedication to raising funds
| : 8 ' e that help children participate in
4 ' the Special Olympics. Her

‘ ‘ commitment to making a
! positive difference in the lives of
o — > W young people truly embodies

| . =— the spirit of Service, Not Self.
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/
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1 & @ Thank you, Mary, for your
generosity, compassion, and
unwavering support of our community’s youth. Way to go Mary!

Community Service in Action!

Theresa, a proud American Legion Auxiliary
member, and Cassie had the pleasure of meeting
Ethan from Ethan’s Lemonade Stand during his stop
at the Groveland Police Department.

Ethan is an inspiring young entrepreneur who offers
free water to first responders and plans to donate

his lemonade proceeds to charity. *; @

* Theresa’s commitment to community service is a
= wonderful example of the American Legion

4 Auxiliary’s dedication to supporting our community
and those who serve us.

Be sure to support Ethan when you see his lemonade stand on weekends!

——— % D6 STARS % Serving Together Always Ready % Semper Supra *
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Fall is approaching, and the American Legion Auxiliary is keeping the momentum going
with another month filled with community service, fundraising, fellowship, and support for
our veterans and local families!

@ School Supply Handouts

As our local students prepared to head back to school, the Auxiliary was proud to support
children and families in our community through school supply handouts. Helping students
start the school year with the supplies they need is one small way we can make a big
difference.

I 1 Roadkill Fundraiser
Our monthly Roadkill fundraiser continued to be a favorite! Thank you to everyone who
comes out to win meat, support the Auxiliary, and spend time with friends and family.

%+ Bingo Fundraiser

We can't forget about our monthly Bingo Bash! Itis always a fun event filled with laughter,
fellowship, and exciting games. Every dollar collected contributes to the Auxiliary's
mission and allows us to continue supporting important programs and local causes.

@ Looking Ahead

August is a great reminder of what the American Legion Auxiliary is all about—serving
those who served, supporting our community, and bringing people together. We
appreciate our members, volunteers, supporters, and everyone who continues to make
our events successful.

Thank you for helping us make a difference.

NOTE - Flyers for the Bingo and Roadkill fundraisers can be found later in this newsletter.

——9 /11—

PATRIOT DAY

L\)\/E WILL NEVER FORGET—J




TRANSMISSION RECEIVED
UNIT 112 WINTER PARK
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Our new Post Commander is now a member of our Unit. Welcome
I aboard, Leslie! Commander Beltz has some super ideas for making our
&Y' Legion family more visible in the Winter Park area that will help our
Legion family grow its membership.

On 9/26 our Post will be holding a flag retirement ceremony and will initiate their brand-
new flag retirement fire ring that was an Eagle project donated by one of the scouts in
ScoutsBSA Troop 613. The ceremony will begin at 10am and our Auxiliary members will
have a part of this important ceremony. Everyone from the local community is welcome

to attend.
| Our Unit's Tushies and Toes project that we ,..
kicked off last fall is underway. The school °.. .
needs smaller sized underwear for both girls o2 .

and boys along with larger sized socks for . @ ;-

» their older students. Please bring your

donations to the Post on 9/8 from 6:30-8pm or bring them to the 6"
District meeting on 9/12, or the Post 112 flag retirement ceremony on 9/26 from 10am-
2pm. We'll be delivering our collection to the school in early October.

We also approved an Adopt a Teacher project for a
local teacher who needs school supplies for students in ‘.-"*{»‘99
need as well as healthy snacks for students who come M4 042070 »

P an v

to school hungry or who do not qualify for free or e \ew e

; N o8
reduced school lunch. If you would like to make a .}??\

donation to this project, please bring school supplies to
the Post on 9/8, to the 6' District meeting on 9/12, or to Mt o BT
the flag retirement on 9/26. Cash is also great!

The Installation of Officers went well in July. 6th
District President, Anita Hutchinson, installed
Marge, and Nell in person at the Post. Terry,
Debi, and Maria were installed via Zoom.

Our August meeting held jointly with the Legion featured updates
from our Girls State and Boys State delegates. The girls each
received their Girls State certificate and their Girls State medal
that they can wear at their high school graduation in May 2027.
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| A surprise visit from Army Veteran Quinton Matthews of Orlando
brought smiles to the faces of ALA 242 members at a recent
meeting.

He was there to thank all the members for care packages they he
had received previously for the holidays.

Two 2026 Girls State delegates attended meetings of ALA 242 in East Orlando and gave
their impressions and learning experiences of the 2026 Florida weeklong event.

Each girl agreed that it was the best learning experience ever. They also praised the
Auxiliary members that organized Girls State. Many thanks to all those volunteers!

Sarah Phillips receiving a Certificate of Appreciation
From ALA 242 President Dr. Telka diFate

Aubrey Coleman receiving a Certificate of Appreciation
Ml FromALA 242 President Dr. Telka diFate

f‘*“t

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

U.S. AIR FORCGE

18-SEPTEMBER —=
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~ ' Unit 286 members were
4. , busy working on gathering
(%74 | school supplies and
: planning the Post 286 family
Back to school event. We
L. had two police officers from
the Edgewood Police Department attend and speak to the
children about safety on the streets as well as when
they are riding in a car. They also brought some
school supplies to
donate to the
event. The Post 286
Honor Guard presented
the 13 Folds of the
American Flag as
well. Each student
received an American Flag pin to _
wear. The following items were all
attached to each of the 69 backpacks:
a poppy, In Flanders Field bookmark, a membership application, #
and a personal note wishing the child a great school year. The
unit also shopped for school supplies for ten special needs
students that needed school supplies.

Our unit as well as the Sons, and Legion received a new ribbon for reaching
. 100% membership as a family.

The unit is currently working on a cancer awareness event. This will be
held on Saturday, October 3 from 5:00pm-9:00pm. There will be games,
bake sale, jail, horse races, and best costume and crazy sock
contest. There will also be raffle items. We've also started working on
Breakfast with Santa children's event.

On Saturday, September 12th, we will be hosting a crochet party. Members
are going to crochet poppy bracelets and headbands to sell. If you'd like to :

you. We will be meeting at 3:30 to start working on them.

We are thinking about having another paint and sip fundraiser in the fall and
would like to know if anyone from other units would like to attend? We're not
sure exact dates or what we are going to paint as we are still in the idea stage.

For God and Country,
Robin Shellhammer




e

TRANSMISSION RECEIVED
UNIT 347 LADY LAKE
* % % Wk * %

S
-

- L ONTHLY MISSION REP
E e M DISTRICT 67~

ORT .

Operation Homefront School Brigade

Operation Homefronts School Brigade is officially over. Carol Pirone-Udell and Susan
Duncan collected over 3,663 pieces for a value of $4587.50. The school supplies were
delivered to Beverly Shores Elementary and Carver Middle School in Leesburg and The
Villages Elementary in Lady Lake. The abundance of supplies will have a positive impact
on the teachers and students.

This is a National Project in collaboration with Dollar Tree stores Nationwide. A big thank
you goes out to Carol Pirone-Udell and Susan Duncan for a job well done.
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'WHAT DID YOUR UNIT DO
LAST MONTH?

Send your articles to
necolbert @ usa.net

BY the 20th of every month

To be included Iin next month's
newsletter

Does your Unit have a
special esvent coming?
Please send your information to the

6th District Legion webmaster, so it
can be posted on the Legion Family
website.

Email - FLAD60ORG@gmail.com

~ % D6 STARS * Serving Together Always Ready % Semper Supra %
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BEACON OF HOPE

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT
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Hello D6 Chaplains!

We had an amazing School of Instruction on September 15! It was so great to see you
all and share with you plans for this year! If you weren'’t able to attend, | sent a packet of
information with your group to bring to you. Forthose Units that couldn’t send someone,
Madame President Anita has the Chaplains packet along with information from the other
presenters for each of you.

The packet has the forms needed to do your report at the end of the year, the form to
report a deceased member, the ALA Chaplains Handbook and more information to
support your efforts to be successful in your role this year.

As a reminder, our goal this year is to apply for the MAE NALLY PRAYER BOOK award
by submitting a D6 Chaplains Prayer Book! This is the 250" birthday of our country! I'm
asking each Unit to submit a prayer for our country. | need them submitted by
January 15" so | can compile them into a prayer book before the deadline. We have 17
Units in our District. | know we can do this! I'm so excited to read your prayers! Let me
know if you have any questions!!

Additionally, I'm putting together a group e-mail so we can share prayer requests, get
support from each other, ask/answer questions, share updates and the like. Please send
me an email with your name, phone number and Unit. I'll also put together a group
text message for a quicker turnaround.

Please remember, you are not alone! God gave us this unique opportunity to be more
and do more than just say prayers before and after the meeting. | call it my unexpected
ministry. We bring our heart and love for the Lord to offer a soft place to land for our
members that need a listening ear and comfort during life's challenges. | encourage you
to communicate with your leadership, get a budget to purchase cards and gifts for those
in the hospital or recovering from home. It's a small ask but means so much. Call me if
you need suggestions on developing your supply list. Also coordinate with the Legion,
Sons, and Rider Chaplains. Share prayer requests (as long as it isn't confidential...) and
back each other up! Stay in touch with your Service Officers, as well. They can be an
incredible help regarding what resources are available in the community to support
Veterans and their families.

God bless each and every one of you as you reach for the STARS to support and
encourage your Unit members this year!

D6 Chaplain

Yvonne Hargis

407-405-6258

Alafldistrictéchaplain@gmail.com

Serving Together Always Ready (STARS)

“I can do all things through the Christ who strengthens me!” Phil 4:13

% D6 STARS % Serving Together Always Ready % Semper Supra %
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% BY MAY 26
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Education: Building Opportunities Through Collaboration
Greetings! My name is Patty Halliday, and | am proud to serve as your District 6 Education Chair.

The American Legion Auxiliary Education Program has an important mission: to promote quality education
for children and adults, encourage schools to invite veterans into their classrooms, provide scholarship
opportunities for students pursuing higher education, and support legislation that creates and strengthens
educational opportunities.

One of the best ways we can make a greater impact is by working together across our programs. So
many of our American Legion Auxiliary programs go hand in hand, and collaboration gives us an
opportunity to accomplish even more in our communities.

For example, Education and Americanism can work together by visiting schools to teach students about
proper flag etiquette while also encouraging them to participate in the Americanism Essay Contest.

Education can also work alongside National Security. If your unit collects school supplies through
Operation Homefront, the hours spent collecting the supplies may be reported under National Security.
When those supplies are delivered to local schools, those hours may be reported under Education. One
project can support multiple programs while making a difference for students in our communities!

Scholarships Can Change a Life

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Florida offers three scholarship opportunities:
o Department Scholarship
« Memorial Scholarship
o Norma Kerkow Female Veteran Scholarship

This year, | would especially love to see District 6 find a female veteran who is attending college or
considering continuing her education and encourage her to apply for the Norma Kerkow Female Veteran
Scholarship.

Think about the veterans in your Post family and your community. That one conversation could connect a
deserving female veteran with an educational opportunity she may not have known was available.

Additional scholarship information, eligibility requirements, deadlines, and applications can be found in the
Unit Guide or on the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Florida website at www.alafl.org.

District 6 — Let’s Reach 100% Reporting!
Please remember that our reporting dates have changed this year. Unit Education reports are due
to the District Education Chair by April 15.

Even if your unit did not work on the Education Program this year, a report still needs to be submitted.
Simply complete the reporting form and state:

“We did not work the program this year.”

My goal is simple: 100% reporting from District 6!

Every report matters. Your reports tell the story of what our Auxiliary members are doing to support
students, schools, educators, veterans, and educational opportunities throughout our communities.

Please email your completed Education report to Phalliday0602@icloud.com.
| look forward to working with all of our District 6 units this year. Together, let's educate, collaborate,
promote our scholarships, support our schools, and continue making a difference!

Patty Halliday
District 6 Education Chair

% D6 STARS * Serving Together Always Ready % Semper Supra




Heroes Honor Quilt Raffle
September 11" 2026 @ 7pm

The pa'frioﬁc cluiH will ride shofgun with the American Legion Riders of Post 55,
s*htching *ogefher a journey that will be talked about for years’ At each s*op, the
quiﬁ unfurls like a ﬂag of stories, cap*ured n Pha*os with the Riders who carry its

purpose forward. These moments will be 9m‘hered info a Izeepsalze th‘a book with

each location marlzing a mile of unh‘y and remembrance.

o FOR 1 TICRET
$20 FOR
o TICKETS

PROCEEDS SUPPORTING ALR
VETERAN FUND.
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8 games!!
$20 for 5 cards, $30 for 7 cards, $40
for 10 cards or $5 per card

4TH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

GAMES START AT 4
WIN $$$$ IN EACH GAME!

Food
at 4

American Legion Post 80
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PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE
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It's time for the
Annual Peanut Butter Drive

to benefit our local food bank
Beyond The Walls.

This (s held in conjunction with National Make-A-Difference Day
being held October 24, 2026.
Let's show our community that the 219 Family
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Donate PEANUT BUTTER
by October 24!

NOTE: If you want to donate but don’t want to do the shopping,
donate cash or make checks payable to “Unit 219" & leave in the
lounge for Diane Rousseau, Community Service Chairman!

GOAL IS 300 JARS!
Last year we collected over 650 jars!

Coordinated by John Gella Memorial Unit 219, American Legion Auxiliary
AND MORE IMPORTANTLY supported by the whole 219 Family
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5 PINE CASTLE
'; MEMORIAL
—* UNIT 286 *-
|S HAVING A

‘4 SATU RDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

FROM 3: 30 TIL 227

WE WILL BE CROCHETING
POPPY BRACELETS *
AND HEADBANDS

to raise funds in advance of
Veterans Day to support our

M A S H |n|t|at|ve.

- AMERICAN LEGION POS

529 E. FAIRLANE AVE.
ORLANDO 32809




—— JOIN US FOR A DAY OF e =

GERMAN TRADITION,
MUSIC & FUN!

BEER AUTHENTIC JONELLE GAMES
GERMAN FOOD THE G-MAN

Tickets are $30.00 per person and are
available in the Lounge during regular hours
and in the Lobby (M-W-F, 12-3 pm)

-------------------------------------------------------------

i{f:i SUNDAY
8. SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
N 7| 5:00PM-9:00PM |7 i
% : 8% AMERICAN LEGION POST 347 \{ \‘
- e S LADY LAKE, FL —— m
g/zmé (gm Steuw & Join the ,‘ﬁm/ L -‘it:__;_;\

e WEAR YOUR DIRNDL & LEDERHOSEN! — N\ 4
: E

HOSTED BY THE
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 347 : N\
* ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT R
VETERAN PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS - IR




VIONTHLY MISSION REPQRy
S+ DISTRICT 6 *—_

—— % kW Kk ok ———
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% DISTRICT 6 OFFICERS

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain
Historian
Sergeant-at-Arms
Parliamentarian

Newsletter Editor

Anita Truman Hutchinson
Patsy Sewell

Nikki Johnson

Yvonne Hargis

Dara Oliver

Adrienne Jones

Treva Kay Wildrick

Nell Colbert

Districtépresident@alafl.org
Patsysewell13@gmail.com
NRJohnson825@gmail.com
Vonhargis@bellsouth.net
Alamemberdoliver@gmail.com
Adej528@gmail.com
Tkwildrick612@gmail.com
Necolbert@usa.net

847-707-5242
407-670-8905
352-531-6927
407-405-6258
321-543-1069
689-250-6773
407-462-0173
321-303-7445

Y MISSION SPECIALISTS

Americanism

AEF

Children & Youth
Community Service
Constitution & Bylaws
Education

Girls State

Junior Activities
Leadership
Legislative
Membership
National Security
Past Presidents Parley
Poppy

Public Relations

VA&R
Project Vet Relief

|
|
|
|
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|
|
|
|
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|
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|
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|
l

Wendy Lavery
Marilyn Hench
Penny Kanbara
Diane Rousseau
Nell Colbert
Patricia Halliday
Treva Kay Wildrick
Dara Oliver

Anita Truman Hutchinson
Penny Kanbara
Patsy Sewell
Steve Oder

Carol Pirone Udell
Patsy Sewell
Penny Kanbara
Charlotte Bass

Penny Kanbara &
Anita Truman Hutchinson

Wilavery23@yahoo.com
Mwhench@yahoo.com
Gatorpenny@icloud.com
Flfrogs@aol.com
Necolbert@usa.net
Phalliday0602@icloud.com
Tkwildrick612@gmail.com
Alamemberdoliver@gmail.com
Districté6president@alafl.org
Gatorpenny@icloud.com
Patsysewell13@gmail.com
Smoder@gmail.com
Nycarol2u@aol.com
Patsysewell13@gmail.com
Gatorpenny@icloud.com
Cmariebass27@outlook.com

321-662-5120
407-810-7615
407-879-2528
352-430-4714
321-303-7445
863-513-7656
407-462-0173
321-543-1069
847-707-5242
407-879-2528
407-670-8905
727-403-8565
914-373-9947
407-670-8905
407-879-2528
407-738-3356

OUR DISTRICT 6 MISSION
We are D6 STARs—Serving Together Always Read)y.
With Character, Connection, Commitment, and Courage,
we rise to every mission and honor every hero.

SPACE
FORCE

Semper Supra
Always Above
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