








Junior Lily Jessen represented Wolf Lake Middle School 
in the National Beta Club Photography competition in 
Nashville. Her photo is a black and white of an owl from 
the Avian Reconditioning Center, Apopka (Birds of Prey) 
where she volunteers. Lily’s 1st place National Beta Club 
Win for the black and white photo of an owl at the Avian 
Reconditioning Center has been placed on the OCPS 
website, the Wolf Lake Middle School Facebook, and 

School Board Member Melissa Byrd's pages. There were a few thousand students 
participating. 

 
 
 
Weeded the entrances to the Glen Arden Heights 
Subdivision 
 
 
 
 

     One member is a Eucharistic Minister at her church. 
 
 
Four members of Unit 19 picked up 
school supplies from 5 Dollar Trees 
and are sorting the supplies to deliver 
to the National Guard in Orlando. 
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We held a Flag retirement ceremony in downtown Mt. Dora, led by our Commander, Victor Farrier. 
All families were represented at the ceremony, to include: Mike Spencer, Riders and a SON: Karen 
Lovelace, Auxiliary President; Joel Hand, SONS Commander; and Robin Robinson, 1st Vice Com-
mander Legionnaires.  
   
Our Post also had a great turnout for the 4th of July Parade in Mt. Dora. All families were represent-
ed and had a great time handing out flags, candy and other treats. Our new 1st vice, Lynda Fleming 
had a BellyFit class twice during the last month which is a low impact class that our ladies love. 



ALA Unit 55 Installs 2026-2027 Officers 
 
On Sunday, July 19, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 55 proudly 
installed its 2026-2027 officers during a special ceremony cele-
brating leadership and service.  
 
Congratulations to our newly installed officers as they begin the 
new Auxiliary year. We wish them much success as they contin-
ue serving our veterans, military families, and the community.  
 
 
 

Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday 
 

On July 4, 2026, our nation celebrated a historic 
milestone—the 250th Birthday of the United 
States of America. This once-in-a-generation 
celebration honored the courage, sacrifice, and 
enduring spirit of the men and women who es-
tablished our great nation and the freedoms we 
continue to cherish today. 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 55 was proud to 
stand alongside our Legionnaires in commemorat-
ing this extraordinary occasion. Many of our Auxil-
iary members generously volunteered their time 

and talents to help make the celebration a tremendous 
success. From assisting with event preparations to wel-
coming guests and supporting activities throughout the 
day, our members demonstrated the spirit of service that 
defines the American Legion Family. 
 

The event was exceptionally well attended, bringing to-
gether veterans, families, friends, and members of our 
community to celebrate our nation’s rich history and 
bright future. It was heartwarming to see so many peo-
ple proudly displaying their patriotism while enjoying a 
day filled with fellowship, remembrance, and appreciation for the freedoms we 

enjoy as Americans. 
 

Thank you to every Auxiliary member who volunteered and contributed 
to this memorable celebration. Your dedication, teamwork, and commit-
ment to serving our veterans, our community, and our country helped 
create a fitting tribute to America’s 250th birthday. 
 

Together, we proudly honored our past while looking forward to the fu-
ture of our great nation. Here’s to the next 250 years of liberty, unity, 
and service! 



The American Legion Auxiliary from Unit 80, had a busy and successful start to the summer as 
members came together in support of our veterans, community, and one another. Throughout June 
and July, we continued our popular monthly Roadkill and Bingo events, which provided opportunities 
for fellowship, fun, and fundraising. These gatherings remain a wonderful way for members and 
guests to connect while supporting the programs and mission of the Auxiliary. 

 
A highlight of July was a special benefit event 
held in honor of one of our Auxiliary members 
who is courageously battling cancer. The out-
pouring of support from our members, Legion 
Family, friends, and community was truly inspir-
ing. The event included over 90 raffle baskets, a 
desert auction, live music, a spaghetti dinner and 
concluded with a live auction!  Through generous 

donations, participation, and 
volunteer efforts, more than 
$22,000 was raised to assist 
our fellow member and her 
family during this challenging 
time. The event was a power-
ful reminder of the strength, 
compassion, and dedication 
that defines our Auxiliary fam-
ily. 
 

We concluded July by celebrat-
ing our Annual Officer Installa-
tion. This special ceremony rec-
ognized the commitment and 
service of our outgoing officers 
while welcoming the incoming 
leadership team for the new 
Auxiliary year. We look forward 
to the opportunities ahead and 
remain grateful for the contin-
ued support and involvement of 
our members as we work to-

gether to serve veterans, military families, and our community. 
 
We are grateful to everyone who volunteered, attended events, donated, and contributed to making 
these past two months such a success. Together, we continue to embody the spirit of service, patri-
otism, and community that makes the American Legion Auxiliary so special. 
 



Marge and Nell represented our Unit at 
Convention and they shared lots of 
great information at our June meeting, 
including that we won an award for our 
Education program for this past year. In 
early April, we submitted another Good 
Deed Award nomination for a young 
lady in ScoutsBSA Troop 4613 and her 

certificate was presented to us at the June Department Convention. We’re 
looking forward to presenting her award at the troop’s next Court of Honor in the fall.  

 

Our July meeting saw the 6th District President 
Anita and her staff install our officers for 2026-
2027. President Marge and Secretary-
Treasurer Nell were in-person at our Post. Our 
other officers, Vice President Terry, Chaplain 
Debi, and Sgt-at-Arms Maria, were installed via 
Zoom. Many of our members do not live in Flor-
ida so our meetings are conducted by Zoom. 

 

Our Unit is continuing a project begun last fall to help the 
students at one of our local elementary schools. Tushies 
and Toes is a collection of new socks and underwear for 
these young students. Both little boys and little girls some-
times have accidents and need a clean, dry pair of under-
wear to put on for the rest of the day. And, often times older 
students come to school without socks, even in the coldest 
of temperatures. 
 

We are asking for all our Winter Park Post family to please 
pick up boys and girls underwear for the kiddos aged 5-12 along with boys and 

girls socks for the same aged students. Bring your donations to the August or September Post meet-
ings on August 11th or September 8th at 7pm —our Auxiliary will have members present to accept 
your generous donation. And best of all—not only will you feel good about supporting the 
youth in our community, you can also enjoy some birthday cake as our Auxiliary Unit thanks 
our Veterans as we celebrate the 78th birthday of the US Air Force. 
 

If other Units would like to support our Children and Youth Tushies and Toes project, please 
mail a check payable to Auxiliary Unit 112, to PO Box 2246, Goldenrod, FL 32733-2245 or 
bring your donations to the September 6th District meeting on 9/12 at Winter Garden Post 63. 

 



Unit 219 in Fruitland Park elected its new slate of Officers for the 2026-2027 year and held installa-
tion just before the Semiquincentennial (250th) Birthday of America. District President Anita 
Hutchinson performed the ceremony installing Patty Halliday as Unit President, Chaplain; Riz Eden, 
Secretary; Diane Rousseau, Treasurer;  Dara Oliver, Sgt. at Arms; Lois Halliday and Executive 
Committee members include; Sonya Wilcock, Shirley Fraser and Jean Mayer.  
 
The Unit finished strong with Clay Norman as Unit President. Clay did a fantastic job as the 1st Male 
Unit President elected in Florida. The Unit submitted several National Awards and they are looking 
forward to hearing their name announced at National Convention in Louisville, KY in August.  
 
The Unit has been working closely with Nautical Salute and have some fun events and programs 
forthcoming.  
 
The Hippie Fest was a fun summer party that raised funds for local school to purchase school sup-
plies raising $800. Thanks to Ranee Kelly for Chairing the event.  



Happy Summer Everyone 
 

The unit sent four girls to Girls State this 
year.  We also had two of our alternates 
get pulled to be delegates for other dis-
tricts.  During our July meeting we had four 
of the girls come and tell us about their trip 
to Girls State.  They were all so excit-
ed.  We also had a brand-new Auxiliary 
member attend Girls State as a City Advi-
sor.  She even got up and told us about 

her experience.  They all loved it.  We presented Dasha Cabaza (Girls State) 
with the Americanism Essay award.  When we told the girls they were dis-
missed, they asked if they could do something.  They all stood up and started 
singing the Girls State Song.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had 8 members attend the Depart-
ment Convention.  It was the first time 
for several of them.  Our Unit Historian 
Tara Harris won an award for her his-
tory report.   

 
 
 
Unit members were installed on June 28th.  We have several new 
officers this year.  We are looking forward to having a great year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 286 members have been 
planning the Post 286 Family 

Back-to-School party.  They are also working on the upcoming 
Cancer awareness event.  The family celebrated Penny Kanbara 
being elected as Department 3

rd
 Vice this year.  We are all so 

proud of her.  We know she will be great at 3
rd

 Vice/Children and 
Youth Chairman. 
 
For God and Country, Robin Shellhammer 



Veterans Memorial Day Ceremony and Luncheon with Remembering the Fallen Exhibit of 
Traveling Towers 
 

The American Legion has an annual wreath-laying ceremony which is a solemn tradition and is usu-
ally done at the Lady Lake Cemetery.  Due to an inclement weather forecast, it was rescheduled to 
take place inside at the American Legion Post 347.  Good thing as the skies opened up.  The Honor 
Guard was on hand and did a magnificent job.  Each Family had a member carry a wreath and place 
it in front of the guests.   For the American Legion Auxiliary President Maureen Caswell carried the 
wreath.  Taps and a prayer followed the ceremony.  Afterwards, a luncheon took place for Veterans 
and their guests.  American Legion Auxiliary unit 347 served about 185 veterans and guests on Me-
morial Day 5-30-26 with Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Baked Beans and all the fixings. Thanks to our 
cooks and servers. Thank you to our volunteers Susan Duncan, Glenda Thompson Travelstead, Sue 
Senica, Karen Palermo, Michele Hart, Kay Marino, Ruth Sovern and Carol Pirone-Udell.  We love 
our Veterans. In the Hall, the Remembering the Fallen Exhibit was available for guests to visit 
which was an emotional experience for those touring the towers.  It brought a renewed appreciation 
for all those that have served and lost their lives throughout the years for our freedom.   

American Legion Post 347 Family Installations and 250
th

 Celebration 
On July 4

th
 the American Legion Post 347 hosted 

a 250
th
 Celebration and the Legion, Auxiliary, and 

Riders installed their new officers.  American Le-
gion Auxiliary District 6 President Anita Hutchinson 
and her team conducted the Auxiliary Installation 
of Officers for 2026-27 in the Legion Hall that was 
extensively decorated in a patriotic theme.  

“Martha and George” were also present for this most prestigious event.  Afterwards, the 
250

th
 Celebration took place in the entire Post with BBQ taking place outside, chili and ap-

ple pie contest, cornhole and raffles.  Kudos to the new Legion Commander Tina Burgess 
for putting together such an extraordinary event. 
  
 

ALA Summer Food Drive  
 

Carol Pirone-Udell and 1
st
 Vice Bob Suelter coordinated the summer food drive that will help restock 

local food pantry shelves.  Boxes of food will be delivered to Wildwood, Beyond the Walls, Northlake 
Presbyterian, and St. Paul’s Catholic Church food pantries.   Volunteers came out in force to assist 
with the sorting and packing of boxes.  Community members were quite generous with a sum of 
$1,595 being collected.      Continued on next page                                                   
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ALA Summer Food Drive continued 
 

The value of the food donated to the food pantries is estimated to be $16,500.  Responses from the 
pantries has been filled with tremendous gratitude.  Great job and thanks to all who helped make 
this a great event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALA Volunteers in The Community with Poppies  
Poppy Chairs, Verena Timm and Deb Stanley, outdid themselves on the Memorial Day Poppy drive.  
Through their efforts the number of first-time volunteers hit 91!  Volunteers passed out poppies to 
those that were out and about, struck up many conversations, met many of our Veterans from the 
community and shared the story of the Poppy and Flanders Field.  We received $8,823 in donations 
which is outstanding.  We are looking forward to being out in the community again for Veterans Day 
in November.  
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