
Here we are going Into May with only one month to go for our 
yearend. All unit reports were sent into the respective chairs for 
district although many of the District chairs reported they only 
received a handful of reports. We tried to stress if your unit did 
not do a program, still download the report and write that you did 
not work on this program. I was hoping we would get 100% re-
porting, but we only had an average of 45%. Hopefully, next 

year will be better. Thank you to all units that did take the time to report. 
 

I must report that our 6th District Picnic was the best we ever had and enjoyed 
by all that attended. We also brought in the most money ever. Penny will give 
you the total. We plan to have next year’s picnic at the same place. This was a 
huge undertaking, but the committee pulled it off. 
 

The last week of April was the visitation from our Department President Robin 
Burke for the 6th   District. We surely kept her busy. She visited Boggy Creek 
and Ashleys House. She stopped by Unit 35 in Mt. Dora for a visit. From there 
we took her to Unit 55 In Clermont for a fabulous dinner. 
 

The next day she went to Ocala and visited the Marion Therapeutic Riding 
Academy which was hosted by Unit 347 in Lady Lake. That afternoon we went 
to Unit 286 in Pine Castle for a paint party making patriotic wood ornaments. 
The unit gave us dinner, and we stayed to play in their game night. We had a 
blast.  
 

Her last visit to the District was to Unit 219 in Fruitland Park for breakfast pre-
pared by the SAL. Madam President then left for home. Many Thanks for her 
travel group of Penny, Patsy, Julie Kay, Susan Duncan, and myself. Jim Burke 
of course came since his job as her husband was driving Miss Daisy.  
 

Florida made 100 % membership and as of 4-26 6th district was over 99%. We 
will make 100%. Job well done. 
 

As we wrap up the year, PLEASE attend our DCC meeting on May 9th at Post 
80 in St Cloud. Registration 9:30 and meeting starts at 10am. This is the most 
important meeting where we elect our District President and Delegates and Al-
ternates to the Convention. 
 

6th District made me proud. 
 

For God and Country 
Carol Pirone-Udell, 6th District President 

#PassionForVets    #HeartsAsOne May, 2026 
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ORLANDO UNIT 19 
 
 

A  Unit 19 member attended the City of Altamonte Springs Code Enforcement Meeting April 9 at 
City Hall regarding the 404 Monticello Drive property. Since the owner did not attend, a fine of 
$27,250 was imposed on the property for failing to repair the brick wall properly and landscap-
ing.  Not completed. A fine of $250 a day will continue to accrue until the issues are resolved. 
 
Senior members continue to do yard work, cleaning, painting, and paperwork at the new Post 19 lo-
cation. We are getting closer to opening. 
 
Junior Lily has added tutoring to two 7th graders in science before school. She will be performing in 
a singing duet April 25 at the Apopka Foliage Festival representing Wolf Lake Middle School. 
 
Junior Evelyn received the information regarding the Youth Equestrian Development Association 
(YEDA) for the National competition. Training in patterns began April 15. The competition in Lexing-
ton, Virginia is June 4-7. 
 
Junior Carlee assists in taking care of a baby kitten found in a parking lot. The kitten is about 6 
weeks' old now, and he is transitioning from the bottle to kitten food.   
 



CLERMONT UNIT 55 
 

The Lt. Bill Manning Foundation, Inc (a 501(c)(3) organization) is dedicated to supporting firefight-
ers by funding advanced training opportunities beyond what their departments can provide. For 13 
years, the foundation has worked to enhance firefighter skills through hands-on experiences like live 
burn scenarios and specialized classroom instruction. 
 

In partnership with American Legion Post 55, the foundation has expanded its impact—sending 6 
Central Florida firefighters to the Orlando Fire Conference in its first year of collaboration, and 11 
firefighters this year, including one from North Carolina. Looking ahead, the goal for 2027 is to send 
15 firefighters, with a commitment that at least 2 recipients are veterans, honoring Bill Manning ’s leg-
acy of service to both the fire and military communities. 
 

A patriotic quilt rides shotgun with the American Legion Riders of Post 55, stitching together a week-
long journey across the In-State Unity Ride. At each stop, the quilt unfurls like a flag of stories, cap-
tured in photos with the Riders who carry its purpose forward. These moments will be gathered into 
a keepsake photo book, while a growing trail of embroidered destinations is added to the quilt itself, 
each thread marking a mile of unity and remembrance. When the ride concludes, the quilt will be raf-
fled, its fabric rich with shared miles and meaning, with proceeds supporting Project Vet Relief’s Sui-
cide Prevention Initiative—a warm embrace of hope passed from one community to the next. 
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ST. CLOUD UNIT 80 
 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80 had a successful and engaging April, hosting several events 
that brought the community together while raising funds for important programs. The Silent Jewelry 
Auction and raffle baskets, held during the membership drive evening, generated an impressive 
$1,450. Families gathered for the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny event, enjoying a buffet, festive 
crafts, and photos with the Easter Bunny, which raised $660. Additionally, the monthly Roadkill 
game contributed $750. We will wrap up the month of April with our monthly Bingo Bash, hosted by 
the Auxiliary, on the 4th Sunday of the month, provides an opportunity to bring existing members to-
gether for an afternoon of fellowship, while giving the participants the opportunity to win a little $$. 
Altogether, these events highlighted strong community support and participation throughout the 
month. 
 

Looking ahead to May, the Auxiliary will continue its efforts with a Purse Auction on May 8 to benefit 
Commander Jessica Moore’s Special Project supporting Special Olympics. The following day, on 
May 9, members will participate in the annual District Constitutional Conference, an important gath-
ering that brings together members to discuss organizational business, leadership, and future initia-
tives. 
 

Thank You -  
Roberta Bennage, American Legion Auxiliary President  - Unit 80 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 

Unit 112 has had an active couple of months. Our Nominating Committee was formed in March and 
our slate of officers for 2026-2027 was presented at our April meeting. Elections will be held in May. 
 
On May 3rd, we will be presenting two Auxiliary Good Deed Awards to Eagle Scouts from 
ScoutsBSA Boy Troop 613, sponsored by Post 112. Our 3rd Good Deed Award will be presented in 
June to an Eagle Scout in Ohio. We are also working on a few more Good Deep nominations from 
ScoutsBSA Girl Troop 4613, also sponsored by our Post. Look for pictures in next month ’s newslet-
ter. 
 
We are looking forward to attending the District Constitutional Conference on May 9th at St. Cloud 
Post 80. Our delegates were elected at our April meeting. 
 
At the end of May, we will be presenting Scholastic Achievement medals and certificates to one 
young man and one young lady at the fifth grade awards ceremonies at five elementary schools in 
South Seminole and East Orange Counties. We will also present our Americanism Essay Contest 
winner from Dommerich Elementary with her Auxiliary Essay medal and certificate. We’ll have lots of 
pictures from these awards presentations. 
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FERN PARK/ALTAMONTE UNIT 183 
 
Please support Unit 183’s fundraiser—helping us help Veterans and our community! 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219 
 

Unit 219 - Fruitland Park might be small but they are busy!! Wearing RED on Friday has become a 
fun competition within the Unit! And they host Lite Bites & Shoots game 1 Friday a month so the par-
ticipants have gotten into it too!!  

The Unit recently donated $800. as well as “in-kind donations” of food to 
“Beyond The Walls” food pantry. Donating and supporting Community Ser-
vice is a true passion for Unit 219.  
L-R: Lois Halliday, Chair: Diane Rousseau, Food Pantry Director Colleen 
Brooks, Retail Hornis, Debra Riggs & Jean Mayer.  
 
 

The Unit is so grateful for dual member: Lois Halliday who works at the La-
dy Lake Publix, and facilitates the transfer of donations to the Auxiliary that 
the bakery is unable to keep. Baked goods are then delivered by Auxiliary 
members around the community to public safety buildings, Police depart-
ments, Fire stations, as well as food pantries, and people in need. The com-
munity is very appreciative and this past month the Lady Lake PD actually 
posted a photo on their Facebook page, thanking Unit 219.  
 

Unit Auxiliary member Dara Oliver was selected as a 
Guardian for Lone Eagle All Female Veterans Honor 
Flight from April 13th - 15th. The trip was sponsored 
by the American Legion Auxiliary National Headquar-
ters. Dara enjoyed it and also recruited while on the 
trip, she enjoyed assisting her 2 Veterans. We can’t 
stress it enough that Poppy Funds can be used to as-
sist Honor Flight and says that she wishes all Auxiliary 
members could experience Honor Flight.  
 
 
   Continued on Page 8 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219—Continued from Page 7 

Purple-Up Day was 
Wednesday, April 15th 
and Unit Members: Lois 
Halliday and Dara Oliver 
made the trip to MacDill 
Air Force Base in Tampa 
to celebrate and honor Mil-
itary Kids. The school is 
one of a few that all the 
students are Military Kids! 
Each 6th Grade student in 
Dawn Davis’s class re-

ceived a purple shirt, made an “I’m a hero 2” pin, made a 
mosaic liberty wall hanging, set up the Military Child’s ta-
ble and put together Busy Bags for the FRG Leader on 
MacDill. The kids were so thankful and truly enjoyed their 
fun filled day as well as the gifts they were given!  
 
Dara Oliver 
American Legion Auxiliary  
Unit 219 Member - 6th District  
Department FL Historian 2023-2025 
Dept FL 3rd Vice & C&Y Chair 
National Historian 2024-2025 
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BITHLO UNIT 242 
 
All local groups and friends are invited to attend a Texas Roadhouse fundraiser on 
May 12th from 3:00- 10:00 p.m. at 2859 Clayton Crossing Way Oviedo, FL. This is for 
dine in or take out sponsored by American Legion Auxiliary 242 in East Orlando. 
When ordering guests just need to tell the waitress that they are supporting this great 
cause and 10% of the purchases will go to the fundraiser. Proceeds to benefit Honor 
Flights Central Florida. 
 
Honor flights is a non-
profit volunteer organi-
zation that flies veterans 
to Washington D.C. to 
visit their memorials at 
no cost to them. This is 
primarily for WWII, Ko-
rean and Vietnam veter-
ans. Help support his 
mission. 
 
Many thanks. 
Dr. Telka difate 
President ALA 242 
East Orlando, FL 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

ALA Supports National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week  
On Monday, April 13, First Vice Pat Morrow and Mem-
ber-at-Large Jo Richmond visited the Lake County 
Sheriff’s 911 dispatch center in Tavares to drop off 
snacks for their 120-person staff in recognition of Na-
tional Public Safety Telecommunicators Week 
(NPSTW) which runs April 12-18, 2026. The project 
was spearheaded by Jo who is, herself, a retired 911 
dispatcher who worked in the field for over 32 years in 
Minnesota. 
 
Their visit coin-
cided with Se-
vere Weather 

Week which is why two of the Lake County first responders 
pictured were dressed up as if they’d been through a torna-
do! In fact, the entire dispatch center was decorated in a 
Wizard of Oz theme. We were given a great tour of the dis-
patch center and everyone was most grateful for the snacks. 
 

We definitely hope to make this an annual event! 
 

ALA Supports Snooky Park Eggstravaganza 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 347 participated in the Easter Egg 
hunt sponsored by the Lady Lake Parks Department on March 28 th.  
The children played games and were rewarded with a craft to take 
home and complete.  Denise Hallisey, Sue Gabriel, and JoLinda 
Spears helped to give out the snacks and manned our booth.  Always 
good to see the children and families having such a great time in the 
com-
munity.  
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

        CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347—Continued from Page 17 
 
A request for assistance in purchasing houseware items came in from Kids Central 
and Barbara Fournier went into action shopping for the items.  Kids Central is a 
foster program that also works to keep families together.  When young people are 
coming out of the foster care program there is a need to set up an apartment and 
all the items that go along with having a home.   Barbara fulfilled their need for tow-
els, pillows and dishes so now a young person will be able to start building a better 
life. 
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JUNIORS—DARA OLIVER, DEPARTMENT CHILDREN & YOUTH CHAIR 
 

As your District Junior Activities, Chairperson this year, I encouraged every Unit in the District to pro-
mote our Junior members, even though we are prominently in areas that does not have a lot of 
young members. You can check to see how many Juniors your Unit has by the chart below:  

If your Junior members live out of state, they can still participate in the Junior Activities patch pro-
gram.  

 

There is no time limit in earning these patches. The information is not 
only on our department website at www.alafl.org but also on the Nation-
al website ALA4veterans.org. (You could also Google search American 
Legion Auxiliary Junior patch program.) The program is divided into four 
groups; Purple: preschool to kindergarten,  Red: 1st - 4th grade Gold: 
5th - 8th grade and Blue: 9th -  12th grade. Any student that fits in those 
categories can participate and earn patches which have been displayed 
on vests and jackets, sashes as well as placed in shadowboxes. Some 
criteria is required in others are optional. Feel free to reach out to this 
channel person if you have questions or issues. If patches are earned 
      

     CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 

http://www.alafl.org
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JUNIORS—Continued from Page 12 
 

prior to department convention, your junior’s name will appear on the screen or mentioned in plat-
form remarks. If you have questions feel free to contact me Dara at (321)543-1069 or email me at: 
alamemberdoliver@gmail.com. 

         

Please also bring your Junior members to Department Convention, they can run for an Honorary 
Junior Officer position, participate with other juniors and young SAL members as well as be celebrat-
ed and mentioned for their accomplishments.  

 
Our Juniors are the members 
that will be here in the next 
20-30 years, so let’s encour-
age, celebrate and inspire 
them to participate in all that 
we do! Let them be a part of 
all aspects of our meetings, 
events and programs and be 
welcoming to our young 
members! Remember they 
might just be able to teach 
you just as much as what you 
can teach them!  

mailto:alamemberdoliver@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS 6th DISTRICT! 
All of our Units have surpassed 50% membership, and nine Units have already sur-
passed 100%. 
 

April 24th Friday Report 
  
    Goal  JR SR  Total   % 
0010 Kissimmee   202   4  211   215   106.44%  
0018 Wildwood   23   0  19   19   82.61%  
0019 Orlando   74   3  53   56  75.68%  
0035 Mount Dora  153   0  163   164  107.19%  
0055 Clermont   299   1  262   263   87.96%  
0080 Saint Cloud  310   17  308   325  104.84%  
0101 Bushnell   108   0  80  80   74.07%  
0112 Winter Park  35   4  32   36   102.86%  
0183 Fern Park   124   0  79   80   64.52%  
0219 Fruitland Park  251   4  267  271   107.97%  
0239 Groveland   22   0  19   19   86.36%  
0242 Orlando   134   9  117   127   94.78%  
0286 Orlando   191   7  188   197   103.14%  
0330 Leesburg   45   2  43   45   100.00%  
0331 Orlando   27   0  28   28   103.70%  
0347 Lady Lake   2823   9  2882   2891  102.41%  
0412 Orlando   11   2  6   8   72.73%  
  
Total     4832  62  4757   4824   99.83% 
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NEW ARTICLE 
 

MEMBERSIP CLOSE OF BOOKS—2026 
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The Chaplain’s Prayer—Nell Colbert 

If your Unit has suffered the loss of one of your members, please remember to 
notify both our District Chaplain, Paula Fox,  and Karen Marks, the Department 
Chaplain.  
Email Karen at chaplain@alafl.org and Paula at foxinails1282@aol.com 
The Deceased Member Form should be completed for each member who has 
passed and included with your emails to Paula and Karen.  
The Member Data Form should be completed and emailed to Department Mem-
bership at membership@alafl.org so that National’s records can be updated. 

Our 6th District Units lost a few 
more dedicated sisters this past 
month. Please keep these Units 
and the family members of our 
departed members in your pray-
ers as they deal with this tragic 
loss: 

Unit 219   Unit 242 
Mary Dahl   Ruthie Corbin   
 
Unit 347 
Beverly T. Harrell 
Denise M. Pempsell 
Joan Thomassy 
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Pictures from President Robin’s Visit  
Special thanks to Carol Pirone-Udell, 6th District President, Penny Kanbara, Department Leadership 
Chair, and Julie Kay, Department National Security Chair for providing these pictures. 
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Patsy Sewell, Membership Coordinator 
membership@alafl.org 
• Patsy is your point of contact for membership (processing, ALAMIS 

access, etc.)  
• Poppy orders and proceeds 
• Officer Lists 
• Store and Supply orders 
 
 

Treva Kay (TK) Wildrick, Department Secretary 
secretary@alafl.org 
• TK is your point of contact for units that are experiencing issues 
• New units forming 
• Branding approval 
 
 

Brandi Seeber, Finance Director/Department Treasurer 
treasurer@alafl.org 
• Brandi is your point of contact for finance—invoices and 

statements sent 
• Reimbursements 
• Donations, etc. 
 
 

Office Headquarters 
alaflhq@alafl.org 
• This is your point of contact for all units to send their compliance 

reports (IRS form 990, FDACS aka Solicitors Permit, and SunBiz 
Annual Corporate Report, Tax Exemption Certificate. 

• District Presidents will send their Unit visits to this email.  

WHO GETS WHAT AT DEPARTMENT 
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6th District Meeting 
District Constitutional Conference 
Saturday, May 9, 2026 
Post 80, St. Cloud 
 
Department of Florida Girls State 
June 4– 12, 2026 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Department of Florida Convention 
June 11-14, 2026 
Orlando Hilton Lake Buena Vista, 1751 Hotel Plaza Blvd, 
Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830 

#WeAreFamily 

2025-2026 District Calendar 
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2025—2026 District Officers and Chairmen 

#PassionForVets         #HeartsAsOne  

Position 
                          
Name                Email Phone 

President Carol Pirone-Udell district6president@alafl.org 914-373-9947 

Secretary Patsy Sewell patsysewell13@gmail.com 407-670-8905 

Treasurer Treva Kay Wildrick tkwildrick612@gmail.com 407-462-0173 

Chaplin Paula Fox foxinails1282@aol.com 407-747-0725 

Historian Dara Oliver alamemberdoliver@gmail.com 321-543-1069 

Sergeant-At-Arms Paula Fox foxinails1282@aol.com 407-747-0725 

Parliamentarian Treva Kay Wildrick tkwildrick612@gmail.com 407-462-0173 

Americanism Wendy Lavery wlavery23@Yahoo.com  321-662-5120 

Auxiliary Emergency Fund Marilyn Hench mwhench@Yahoo.com 407-810-7615 

Children & Youth Patsy Sewell patsysewell13@gmail.com 407-670-8905 

Community Service Diane Rousseau flfrogs@aol.com 352-430-4714 

Constitution & Bylaws Nell Colbert necolbert@usa.net 321-303-7445 

Education Patricia Halliday phalliday0602@icloud.com 863-513-7656 

Girls State Treva Kay Wildrick tkwildrick612@gmail.com 407-462-0173 

Junior Activities Dara Oliver alamemberdoliver@gmail.com 321-543-1069 

Leadership Carol Pirone-Udell nycarol2u@aol.com 914-373-9947 

Legislative Penny Kanbara gatorpenny@icloud.com 407-879-2528 

Membership Patsy Sewell patsysewell13@gmail.com 407-670-8905 

National Security Laurie Mesa bballmom94@gmail.com 407-375-0261 

Past Presidents Parley Dara Oliver alamemberdoliver@gmail.com 321-543-1069 

Poppy Robin Shellhammer rlshellhammer@gmail.com 407-247-7177 

Public Relations Penny Kanbara gatorpenny@icloud.com 407-879-2528 

V A & R Charlotte Bass cmariebass27@outlook.com 407-738-3356 
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