
Here we are going Into May with only one month to go for our 
yearend. All unit reports were sent into the respective chairs for 
district although many of the District chairs reported they only 
received a handful of reports. We tried to stress if your unit did 
not do a program, still download the report and write that you did 
not work on this program. I was hoping we would get 100% re-
porting, but we only had an average of 45%. Hopefully, next 

year will be better. Thank you to all units that did take the time to report. 
 

I must report that our 6th District Picnic was the best we ever had and enjoyed 
by all that attended. We also brought in the most money ever. Penny will give 
you the total. We plan to have next yearôs picnic at the same place. This was a 
huge undertaking, but the committee pulled it off. 
 

The last week of April was the visitation from our Department President Robin 
Burke for the 6th   District. We surely kept her busy. She visited Boggy Creek 
and Ashleys House. She stopped by Unit 35 in Mt. Dora for a visit. From there 
we took her to Unit 55 In Clermont for a fabulous dinner. 
 

The next day she went to Ocala and visited the Marion Therapeutic Riding 
Academy which was hosted by Unit 347 in Lady Lake. That afternoon we went 
to Unit 286 in Pine Castle for a paint party making patriotic wood ornaments. 
The unit gave us dinner, and we stayed to play in their game night. We had a 
blast.  
 

Her last visit to the District was to Unit 219 in Fruitland Park for breakfast pre-
pared by the SAL. Madam President then left for home. Many Thanks for her 
travel group of Penny, Patsy, Julie Kay, Susan Duncan, and myself. Jim Burke 
of course came since his job as her husband was driving Miss Daisy.  
 

Florida made 100 % membership and as of 4-26 6th district was over 99%. We 
will make 100%. Job well done. 
 

As we wrap up the year, PLEASE attend our DCC meeting on May 9th at Post 
80 in St Cloud. Registration 9:30 and meeting starts at 10am. This is the most 
important meeting where we elect our District President and Delegates and Al-
ternates to the Convention. 
 

6th District made me proud. 
 

For God and Country 
Carol Pirone-Udell, 6th District President 
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ORLANDO UNIT 19 
 
 

A  Unit 19 member attended the City of Altamonte Springs Code Enforcement Meeting April 9 at 
City Hall regarding the 404 Monticello Drive property. Since the owner did not attend, a fine of 
$27,250 was imposed on the property for failing to repair the brick wall properly and landscap-
ing.  Not completed. A fine of $250 a day will continue to accrue until the issues are resolved. 
 
Senior members continue to do yard work, cleaning, painting, and paperwork at the new Post 19 lo-
cation. We are getting closer to opening. 
 
Junior Lily has added tutoring to two 7th graders in science before school. She will be performing in 
a singing duet April 25 at the Apopka Foliage Festival representing Wolf Lake Middle School. 
 
Junior Evelyn received the information regarding the Youth Equestrian Development Association 
(YEDA) for the National competition. Training in patterns began April 15. The competition in Lexing-
ton, Virginia is June 4-7. 
 
Junior Carlee assists in taking care of a baby kitten found in a parking lot. The kitten is about 6 
weeks' old now, and he is transitioning from the bottle to kitten food.   
 



CLERMONT UNIT 55 
 

The Lt. Bill Manning Foundation, Inc (a 501(c)(3) organization) is dedicated to supporting firefight-
ers by funding advanced training opportunities beyond what their departments can provide. For 13 
years, the foundation has worked to enhance firefighter skills through hands-on experiences like live 
burn scenarios and specialized classroom instruction. 
 

In partnership with American Legion Post 55, the foundation has expanded its impactðsending 6 
Central Florida firefighters to the Orlando Fire Conference in its first year of collaboration, and 11 
firefighters this year, including one from North Carolina. Looking ahead, the goal for 2027 is to send 
15 firefighters, with a commitment that at least 2 recipients are veterans, honoring Bill Manningôs leg-
acy of service to both the fire and military communities. 
 

A patriotic quilt rides shotgun with the American Legion Riders of Post 55, stitching together a week-
long journey across the In-State Unity Ride. At each stop, the quilt unfurls like a flag of stories, cap-
tured in photos with the Riders who carry its purpose forward. These moments will be gathered into 
a keepsake photo book, while a growing trail of embroidered destinations is added to the quilt itself, 
each thread marking a mile of unity and remembrance. When the ride concludes, the quilt will be raf-
fled, its fabric rich with shared miles and meaning, with proceeds supporting Project Vet Reliefôs Sui-
cide Prevention Initiativeða warm embrace of hope passed from one community to the next. 
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ST. CLOUD UNIT 80 
 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80 had a successful and engaging April, hosting several events 
that brought the community together while raising funds for important programs. The Silent Jewelry 
Auction and raffle baskets, held during the membership drive evening, generated an impressive 
$1,450. Families gathered for the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny event, enjoying a buffet, festive 
crafts, and photos with the Easter Bunny, which raised $660. Additionally, the monthly Roadkill 
game contributed $750. We will wrap up the month of April with our monthly Bingo Bash, hosted by 
the Auxiliary, on the 4th Sunday of the month, provides an opportunity to bring existing members to-
gether for an afternoon of fellowship, while giving the participants the opportunity to win a little $$. 
Altogether, these events highlighted strong community support and participation throughout the 
month. 
 

Looking ahead to May, the Auxiliary will continue its efforts with a Purse Auction on May 8 to benefit 
Commander Jessica Mooreôs Special Project supporting Special Olympics. The following day, on 
May 9, members will participate in the annual District Constitutional Conference, an important gath-
ering that brings together members to discuss organizational business, leadership, and future initia-
tives. 
 

Thank You -  
Roberta Bennage, American Legion Auxiliary President  - Unit 80 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 

Unit 112 has had an active couple of months. Our Nominating Committee was formed in March and 
our slate of officers for 2026-2027 was presented at our April meeting. Elections will be held in May. 
 
On May 3rd, we will be presenting two Auxiliary Good Deed Awards to Eagle Scouts from 
ScoutsBSA Boy Troop 613, sponsored by Post 112. Our 3rd Good Deed Award will be presented in 
June to an Eagle Scout in Ohio. We are also working on a few more Good Deep nominations from 
ScoutsBSA Girl Troop 4613, also sponsored by our Post. Look for pictures in next monthôs newslet-
ter. 
 
We are looking forward to attending the District Constitutional Conference on May 9th at St. Cloud 
Post 80. Our delegates were elected at our April meeting. 
 
At the end of May, we will be presenting Scholastic Achievement medals and certificates to one 
young man and one young lady at the fifth grade awards ceremonies at five elementary schools in 
South Seminole and East Orange Counties. We will also present our Americanism Essay Contest 
winner from Dommerich Elementary with her Auxiliary Essay medal and certificate. Weôll have lots of 
pictures from these awards presentations. 
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FERN PARK/ALTAMONTE UNIT 183 
 
Please support Unit 183ôs fundraiserðhelping us help Veterans and our community! 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219 
 

Unit 219 - Fruitland Park might be small but they are busy!! Wearing RED on Friday has become a 
fun competition within the Unit! And they host Lite Bites & Shoots game 1 Friday a month so the par-
ticipants have gotten into it too!!  

The Unit recently donated $800. as well as ñin-kind donationsò of food to 
ñBeyond The Wallsò food pantry. Donating and supporting Community Ser-
vice is a true passion for Unit 219.  
L-R: Lois Halliday, Chair: Diane Rousseau, Food Pantry Director Colleen 
Brooks, Retail Hornis, Debra Riggs & Jean Mayer.  
 
 

The Unit is so grateful for dual member: Lois Halliday who works at the La-
dy Lake Publix, and facilitates the transfer of donations to the Auxiliary that 
the bakery is unable to keep. Baked goods are then delivered by Auxiliary 
members around the community to public safety buildings, Police depart-
ments, Fire stations, as well as food pantries, and people in need. The com-
munity is very appreciative and this past month the Lady Lake PD actually 
posted a photo on their Facebook page, thanking Unit 219.  
 

Unit Auxiliary member Dara Oliver was selected as a 
Guardian for Lone Eagle All Female Veterans Honor 
Flight from April 13th - 15th. The trip was sponsored 
by the American Legion Auxiliary National Headquar-
ters. Dara enjoyed it and also recruited while on the 
trip, she enjoyed assisting her 2 Veterans. We canôt 
stress it enough that Poppy Funds can be used to as-
sist Honor Flight and says that she wishes all Auxiliary 
members could experience Honor Flight.  
 
 
   Continued on Page 8 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219ðContinued from Page 7 

Purple-Up Day was 
Wednesday, April 15th 
and Unit Members: Lois 
Halliday and Dara Oliver 
made the trip to MacDill 
Air Force Base in Tampa 
to celebrate and honor Mil-
itary Kids. The school is 
one of a few that all the 
students are Military Kids! 
Each 6th Grade student in 
Dawn Davisôs class re-

ceived a purple shirt, made an ñIôm a hero 2ò pin, made a 
mosaic liberty wall hanging, set up the Military Childôs ta-
ble and put together Busy Bags for the FRG Leader on 
MacDill. The kids were so thankful and truly enjoyed their 
fun filled day as well as the gifts they were given!  
 
Dara Oliver 
American Legion Auxiliary  
Unit 219 Member - 6th District  
Department FL Historian 2023-2025 
Dept FL 3rd Vice & C&Y Chair 
National Historian 2024-2025 
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BITHLO UNIT 242 
 
All local groups and friends are invited to attend a Texas Roadhouse fundraiser on 
May 12th from 3:00- 10:00 p.m. at 2859 Clayton Crossing Way Oviedo, FL. This is for 
dine in or take out sponsored by American Legion Auxiliary 242 in East Orlando. 
When ordering guests just need to tell the waitress that they are supporting this great 
cause and 10% of the purchases will go to the fundraiser. Proceeds to benefit Honor 
Flights Central Florida. 
 
Honor flights is a non-
profit volunteer organi-
zation that flies veterans 
to Washington D.C. to 
visit their memorials at 
no cost to them. This is 
primarily for WWII, Ko-
rean and Vietnam veter-
ans. Help support his 
mission. 
 
Many thanks. 
Dr. Telka difate 
President ALA 242 
East Orlando, FL 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

ALA Supports National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week  
On Monday, April 13, First Vice Pat Morrow and Mem-
ber-at-Large Jo Richmond visited the Lake County 
Sheriffôs 911 dispatch center in Tavares to drop off 
snacks for their 120-person staff in recognition of Na-
tional Public Safety Telecommunicators Week 
(NPSTW) which runs April 12-18, 2026. The project 
was spearheaded by Jo who is, herself, a retired 911 
dispatcher who worked in the field for over 32 years in 
Minnesota. 
 
Their visit coin-
cided with Se-
vere Weather 

Week which is why two of the Lake County first responders 
pictured were dressed up as if theyôd been through a torna-
do! In fact, the entire dispatch center was decorated in a 
Wizard of Oz theme. We were given a great tour of the dis-
patch center and everyone was most grateful for the snacks. 
 

We definitely hope to make this an annual event! 
 

ALA Supports Snooky Park Eggstravaganza 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 347 participated in the Easter Egg 
hunt sponsored by the Lady Lake Parks Department on March 28th.  
The children played games and were rewarded with a craft to take 
home and complete.  Denise Hallisey, Sue Gabriel, and JoLinda 
Spears helped to give out the snacks and manned our booth.  Always 
good to see the children and families having such a great time in the 
com-
munity.  
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

        CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347ðContinued from Page 17 
 
A request for assistance in purchasing houseware items came in from Kids Central 
and Barbara Fournier went into action shopping for the items.  Kids Central is a 
foster program that also works to keep families together.  When young people are 
coming out of the foster care program there is a need to set up an apartment and 
all the items that go along with having a home.   Barbara fulfilled their need for tow-
els, pillows and dishes so now a young person will be able to start building a better 
life. 
 
 

 
 

 


