
 Can you believe its March already,  This year has been flying by.  
It is almost time to have your reports done and sent to the commit-
tee chairs by April 1st.  Please make sure they are either post-
marked to reach the chair by that date or emailed by that date or 
they will not be counted.   
 
 Very importantééTo have 100% reporting you must download 
each program that youôre not working on and write  ñWe were una-
ble to work on  this program due to size of the unit etc.ò  and send it 

to the appropriate chairman.  NA or no activity will not be accepted this year.    Letôs all 
strive for 100 % reporting.   
 
We will be having a 6th District meeting on March 7 at Post 347 in Lady Lake.   Our 
committee chairs will talk about what they are looking for in reporting, and you will have 
time to ask questions.  Registration is 9:30; meeting starts at 10:00am.    
  
I have completed most of the unit visits,  And will get to the rest soon.  I will contact you 
on your meeting nights for my visit.   
 
Please continue to work on Membership.   We are doing great so far.   the 6th District is 
shining.  As of Friday 2/27/26, we are 94.27%.  Lets reach 100 % by next month.  
  
Please put March 22nd on your calendar.  This will be our 6th District Fun Fest, a fund 
raiser for Girls and Boys State Transportation. We used to have a picnic that was on a 
Saturday, but to accommodate families, we decided to move it to a Sunday.  It will be 
held at  a Park in Tavares called Hickory Point.  We will be barbequing, having games 
for the kids and adults and many more fun events. There will be basket raffles and 
50/50. One thing we will be asking for is donations towards the food, baskets to raffle off 
and we will have an online sign up system for volunteers to help out.   Raffles will be 
going off  every hour so you do not have to be there all day.  You can sign up for a shift 
or whatever time you want.  The link to sign up for volunteers / side dishes and raffle 
prizes is now live. The link is :  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ACAA22A6FAC25-62519881-district#/ 
The food will be choice of Chicken, Hamburger or Hot dog with sides for $15.00  
 
Also, Please support Penny Kanbara for 3rd VP on Department.   She is so well deserv-
ing of this position and is one of the most compassionate and dedicated 
members of the Auxiliary.  
  
Happy St Patrickôs Day to all and thank you for all you do.   

#PassionForVets    #HeartsAsOne March, 2026 
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CAROLõS WORDS OF WISDOM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ACAA22A6FAC25-62519881-district#/


Unit Presidents should be prepared to share what your unit 
has been up to and your year-end plans.  

District chairs will talk about year-end reports and will 
answer any questions you have about their 

programs.   
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ORLANDO UNIT 19 
 

Jr Lily Jessen, back row, in 
the middle, was chosen to 
represent Wolf Lake Middle 
School for the OCPS All 
County Chorus. Practice was 
after school and at a high 
school to get ready for the 
January 27 chorus. Unit 19 is 

proud to have our Juniors working the programs. Lily also volunteers every week at Wolf Lake Ele-
mentary School assisting a kindergarten class before attending her classes at the middle school. 
 

Education ProgramðThespian Competition  
Jr Lily Jessen and group representing Wolf Lake Middle School. Lily is on the 
left. Renee DeRouin was the team Mom and chaperoned 2 days to the Orange 
County Convention Center, February 6-7, 2026. The theater teacher at Wolf 
Lake Middle School left February 5. 
 

As the team Mom, Renee was in charge of the students at the state competi-
tion. She has extensive experience in acting and singing so the school ar-
ranged for Renee to take over for the weekend as a Dividend. 
 

The kids were very happy that they could still go to State. 
 

Community ServiceðEquestrian Competition 
Sr Unit 19 Member, Colette DeRouin had 17 hours of communi-
ty service as the Team Mom getting the girls ready for the 
equestrian competition. 

Evelyn DeRouin competed against 54 other 
riders and placed 1st in Patterns and 2nd in 
Rail. Evelyn is set to go to Nationals in Vir-
ginia in June. Evelyn also completed 6 
hours of community service by caring for 
the horses and doing makeup for team 
members. 



MOUNT DORA UNIT 35 
 
Auxiliary Unit 35 had some great events this month. We had Trivia night with our very own Auxiliary Lynda Fleming lead-
ing the game. There was a lot of competition and the big winners, Shannon and Rob, pushed ahead of the other teams 
by only one point!  We also had Deputy Walter Wolf give us a presentation on all the available programs through the 
Sheriff's Office. It was a very informative presentation that will benefit many members of the Unit. 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 

We celebrated the addition of two new members in January, Mercedes Reedy and Lorraine Schwab. 
Their spouses are both members at Post 112. Welcome to Auxiliary Unit 112! Our membership now 
stands at 103%. 

 

We were pleased  to participate in the Le-
gion National Commander, Dan Kileyôs, 
visit to our Post on 1/30. Marge, Debi, and 
Nell attended and we presented to our 
Post Commander a piece of art work done 
by one of the participants in the MOAA 
Creative Arts program for which we assist-
ed in their receiving a $2500 grant from the 
National American Legion Auxiliary Foun-
dation. 
 

 
On February 1st, Marge, Lisa, Debi, and 
Nell  celebrated the Four Chaplains at 
the First Baptist Church of Winter Park. 
Chaplain Debi took on the role of one of 
the four Chaplains. 
 

 
At our February meeting, we selected 
Caroline M. from Dommerich Elemen-
tary as our winning entry for the Depart-
mentôs Americanism Essay contest. 

Caroline will receive a certificate and an Auxiliary Essay medal at 
the 5th grade awards ceremony at the end of the school year and has also been entered in the statewide 
essay contest. 
 

 
Our seven Girls State candidates pictured at left are 
from Oviedo High School, Trinity Prep, and Winter 
Park High. Interviews were held on 2/23. Our dele-
gates, Ava and Emily, and alternates, Jordina and 
Kellen are pictured below: 

 
       Continued on Page 7 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112ðContinued from Page 6 
 
The February Post meeting saw Auxiliary Unit  member, Dr 
Sara Hoefler, presented the DAR Women in American His-
tory Award to Legion member Leslie Belz. Leslie was one 
of the first married women with children to join the Wom-
en's Army Corp in 1974 as she began her military ser-
vice. Leslie trained as a welder and later transferred to 
the regular Army and was the first woman to be assigned 
to the 46th Engineer Battalion at Ft. Rucker, AL. Leslie 

was presented with the Women in American History Award, joining other women like Amelia Earhart, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Rosa Parks as recipients of this very prestigious award. 
 

We continue to receive very cute pictures from the 
first grade teacher at Eastbrook Elementary that we 
support every year for our Give 10 to Education pro-
ject. This time, our pictures show her students with 
their books celebrating the 100th day of school along 
with their  Valentines Day books. 
 

 
 

 
One of our youngest juniors, 
Kindergartner Braelyn C, sup-
ported her schoolôs fundraising 
efforts by running 20 laps in the 
Mustang Marathon. Braelyn 
joins another of our member 
runners, Senior member Terry, 
who recently ran the Disney 
marathon events. Terry has 
already completed her 250 
hours of fitness activities in the 
Legionôs USA250 Challenge. 
 

 
As we approach the end of the school year, we are preparing for the presentations of our Scholastic 
Achievement and Americanism Essay medals to the young girls and boys at the five elementary schools 
we serve. Look for pictures in the June newsletter. 



FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219 
 

Unit 219 has been very busy with fundraising efforts, hosting District President Carol, wearing RED 
on Fridays, visiting Veterans to give them a Caring Bear and working membership & recruitment.  

 

On Monday, February 9th District President Carol Pirone-
Udell  made her official visit to Fruitland Park Unit 
219.  She spoke to the members about upcoming events 
and reports as well as 
thanked everyone for all 
they do. Carol gave the 
Unit the dates 
of  Department President 
Robin Burkôs upcoming 
visit to the 6th District. After 
the meeting the Unit cele-

brating Carol and tried to get some ñBrownie Points.ò  It was a great 
meeting and President Clay Norman did a fabulous job.  

 

Valentines Weekend ï Friday the 13th & Satur-
day the 14th was a fun and heartwarming experi-
ence for Patty Halliday, Lois Halliday & Dara Oli-
ver.  Under the direction of VA&R Chair these 
ladies delivered Caring Bears and visited over 
40 Veterans, just on Friday and many more on 
Saturday.  They stopped by Nursing Homes, As-
sisted Living Facilities as well as a couple home 
visits.   One of their favorite stops was to see 2 
Unit members Victoria & Will Gilmore (who are 

also Veterans) but can no longer attend Unit meetings because of some health-
related issues.         

          Continued on Page 9 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219ðContôd from Page 8 
 

The Unit had an opportunity to host a 3-day Crafty Crop Retreat and reached our goal.  Dara Oliver 
had the idea from a similar event that is held in her neighborhood. Participants can bring their sup-
plies and crafts and are able to leave their belongings spread out there on the table that they 
ñrentò.  The crafters made items such as cards, scrapbook pages and diamond dots.  The crafters 
are told they can ñcome & goò as they wish but cannot bring in outside food or drinks.  Most ladies 
enjoyed the food that was donated by members that the crafters could get for a donation of $5.   

 
 

On Monday the 16th of February 
Unit 219 President Clay Norman & 
Membership Chair Becky Drake, 
received a personal phone call from 
Department Membership Chair: 
Dawn Davis.  She was calling to 
congratulate John Gella Memorial 
Unit on hitting 100%.  This was an 
achievement that wasnôt done until May of last year. We are so 
Proud to have reached this percentage, and we arenôt done yet! 
 

 
Lite ï Bites & ñShootsò game (similar to ñShow Me The Moneyò) is a monthly fundraiser that the Unit 
also has generous members donate and make a meal for the attendees and ask for a dona-
tion.  This was a recent change that the Unit realized was necessary to be able to make the most 
proceeds. The Unit has been trying to be strategic in fundraising efforts so that they can increase 
their allocated funds and donations. 
  
THE UNIT MAY BE SMALL é BUT THEY ARE MIGHTY!! 
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BITHLO UNIT 242 
 

When a local statuary company decided to close up shop 
and retire a member of the American Legion Auxiliary 
242 spoke to the owner and was able to get two life size 
cement statues donated to American Legion Post 242. 
The owner was very generous since he thought he would 
just have to destroy them if no one wanted to take them. 
Thatôs when auxiliary members stepped into action. With 
the help of the other families at the post the statues were 
moved to an auxiliary members property for storage until 
the exact location was prepared for the delivery. Exten-
sive work took place, but the statues were finally placed 
along with a professional refurbishing of each statue. 
Now our Marine and Pilot stand at attention to welcome 
veterans and their families to Post 242.   
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PINECASTLE UNIT 286 
 

Happy St. Patrick's Day everyone.  Unit 286 started collect-
ing Teddy Bears in January for the Caring Heart Bear Pro-
ject.  We have collected 147 bears of all kinds and will con-
tinue to collect until the end of March.  The National Com-
mander Dan K. Wiley visited Post 286 on January 
29th.  The Auxiliary members that were there presented 
bears to both Commander Wiley and to Department Com-
mander Jessica Blair Moore.   
 
Two members of the Auxiliary read parts in the Four Chap-
lains program.  The unit invited all 29 girls state applicants 
to attend the program.  There were 16 of the 29 in attend-
ance.  They all were very touched by the program and said 

they would like to attend again next year and bring more people with them. 
 
On Valentines Day six members went to the Al-
wyn C. Cashe State Veterans Home and gave 
120 veterans a teddy bear.  This was a very 
heartwarming day for all of them.  Unit members 
were able to chat with some of the veterans.  We 
only have a picture of one of the veterans as we 
weren't allowed to take pictures.  The veteran 
(Charles DeGuardo) we were allowed to take a 
picture of is a family member to one of the auxil-
iary members.   
 
On Saturday, February 21st, the unit had girls state interviews.  All of 

the girls were so good, it was 
very hard to choose just four 
delegates and alter-
nates.  We were able to 
share girls with two other 
units.  We still have a lot left if 
anyone other unit is in need 
of a girl. 
 
ABC School of Instruction 
will be held at our post 
home on March 14, 
2026.  Registration will be 
at 9am and the class will 
start at 9:30am.   
         Continued on Page 12                        
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PINECASTLE UNIT 286ðcontinued from Page 11 
 

We are collecting donations for make 25 easter baskets for the Ronald McDonald house. Deadline 
for donations is March 28. 
 

On April 25th our unit will be having a sip and paint party with Department President Robin 
Burk.  Anyone is welcome to attend; however, space is limited, so you need to RSVP to JAND-
SCREATIONS@gmail.com by April 11th.  You also have to let her know what item you would like to 
paint. 
 

Just a reminder:  Don't forget to order your Poppys for National Poppy Day coming in May. 
 

For God and Country, 
Robin Shellhammer 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

American Legion Post 347 Service Officers Address Auxiliary Membership 
The American Legion Post 347 Service Officers JB and Maria Al-
exander spoke to the Auxiliary membership at the February meet-
ing on death benefits for a surviving military spouse and also 
shared information on aid and assistance.  Anyone with questions 
could sign up to have JB and Maria set up a time to go over their 
case individually.  The information provided was very well re-
ceived by the Auxiliary members.    
 

Pictured: JB and Maria Alexander, American Legion Post 347 Ser-
vice Officers  
 
 
 

 
Visit of American Legion National Commander Dan K. Wiley 
American Legion Auxiliary President Caswell, 1st VP Pat Morrow, and 
Sargeant at Arms Susan Duncan attended a dinner that took place on 
January 31, 2026 at Post 347 hosting the National Commander Dan K. 
Wiley.   The National Commander shared his vision that included fos-
tering teamwork and support among Legion members.  The National 
Commander also has a commitment to addressing veteran issues and 
is a strong advocate for the American Legionôs ñBe The Oneò mission.    
National Commander Dan K. Wiley has been visiting various American 
Legion Posts throughout Florida.   
 
Pictured at left:  
ALA 1st VP Pat Morrow, National Commander Dan K. Wiley, President 
Maureen Caswell, and Sargeant at Arms Susan Duncan.  
 

 
Auxiliary Initiation Ceremony 
American Legion Auxiliary recently held an Initia-
tion Ceremony for new members on Saturday, 
February 7, 2026.  This ceremony reinforces the 
ideals of justice, freedom, democracy, and loyalty 
that the American Legion Auxiliary stands for.  
There were 38 new members that participated and 
they were extremely enthusiastic about the event.    
The new members received a welcome packet 
and ALA pin along with a certificate at the end of 
the ceremony.  Refreshments were served for the 
participants and their guests afterwards.  
 
        
   Continued on Page 14 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347ðContinued from Page 13 
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