
To all the REDDY District 6 members: 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

I know we have all been busy during the holiday season working 
with Food Pantries, making Meals for our Veterans, providing food 
for Holiday Dinners to families less fortunate as well as working 
with Toys for Tots, the Salvation Army and other organizations. 
This is keeping with our Mission helping Veterans, the Community 
and Children and Youth.    Only 5 units submitted articles of what 
they did during November. We know all our units work hard, why 

not give yourself bragging rights.  Our Newsletter is very informative and besides letting 
you see what the other units are doing, which may give you ideas for your unit, It lets 
you know of upcoming dates for District Meetings and events.  Nell does a great job 
putting all this information at your fingertips and giving each unit in the district a page.  
Letôs all contribute by sending in your articles, events coming up and other information 
you want the Units in our district to know about. 
 

Now is the time to work on Membership by checking on members in your unit who have 
not renew.  Perhaps a friendly reminder would help.   
 

The 6th District is at 78.10 percent as of 12/18   and our district we challenged, which is 
District 13 is close behind at 77.47 percent.   Awesome job but we need to keep going 
and win the challenge. 
 

Now is the time to gather information to start on your year end reports.  Itôs essential 
that each unit submits reports on each program to keep our status. Remember if your 
unit does not work a program due to the size of your unit send in the form for that 
program with N/A.  It counts as a report.  Letôs strive for 100% reporting. 
 

I am so proud of our members and Units in 6th District.  Keep up the good work. 
 

We are so excited that our own Penny Kanbara is running for Department 3rd Vice 
President.  Penny is currently serving on the Department level as Leadership Chair and 
has held many positions from Unit President, District President and Department Com-
mittees.  Letôs all support Penny in this endeavor by voting for her at the Convention.  
She is one of the most dedicated Auxiliary members I have come across in my 25 years 
as a member.  
 

I am currently setting up visits to Units and will contact the presidents to let them know 
of date.    
 

Have a great New Year and be sure to check our Calendar on page 19.  
 

For God and Country  
Carol Pirone-Udell, President, 6th District  

#PassionForVets    #HeartsAsOne January, 2026 
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ORLANDO UNIT 19 
 

Kathy was an elf helping Santa pick up canned food for the Seminole County Sharing Center and 
toys for the Baby DJ 106.7 radio program. Community Service for the Glen Arden Heights Civic As-
sociation. The Altamonte Springs Fire Department led the way, December 4. 
 

The Operation Homefront group stuffed all the Dollar Tree bags for the National Guard party. They 
bagged Dollar Tree toys with Operation Homefront at the National Guard Armory for 4 Units that will 
come and pick up the toys. 
 

On Sunday, December 7, about 190 came to the National Guard party which included soldiers, 
spouses, and military children. Three senior members came to help set up for the party. They 
moved tables, chairs, put on tablecloths with the soldiers, and set up all the toys. The toys were all 
donated by a Unit 19 member. Two Juniors from Unit 19, Lily and Carlee, assisted the senior mem-
bers handing out the toys for Santa. Legionnaire of Post 19, Adam, received an award for his 25 
years in the National Guard. He retired this past week. Three senior Unit 19 members, 2 Juniors, 
and 1 SAL helped set up, and hand out gifts for the soldiers and their families. Unit 19 Members, 
Colette DeRouin, Renee DeRouin-Jessen, Jrs. Lily Jessen and Carlee Bruha getting ready to hand 
out toys to help Santa. Eli, SAL, was in and out of the bounce house.  



MOUNT DORA UNIT 35 
 
On Saturday, December 14th, our Auxiliary ladies put on our An-
nual Childrenôs Christmas Party with crafts, games, prizes and 
lunch. The kids loved Santa! and we had some of Santa's helpers 
there too: Lynda Fleming, Paula Cole, Pat Potter, Joan Lombardi, 
Colleen Spender, Jan Wideman, and Shelley Dennison.  And of 
course, Mr. and Mrs. Claus by Shirley and Roy Ivey.   
   
We also delivered gifts and food to 3 veteran families. We had a 
total of 6 children who received several gifts and a ham, pota-
toes, rolls, vegetables, and a pie so they could enjoy a nice holi-
day meal.  
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 

Over the last month, our Unit has welcomed three new members, bringing us to 97% of our goal.  
 

Congratulations are in order for our Junior member, Karen, who just graduated from Valencia with 
her Associates Degree, all while continuing as a senior at Winter Park High School.  
 

We submitted the National Auxiliary Good Deed Award for three ScoutsBSA Boy Troop members for 
their Eagle service projects in late September; their certificates were received in early December. 
 

In early December Nell and Marge presented a $2500 check to the Central Florida Chapter of Mili-
tary Officers Association of America that our Unit received through a grant from the ALA Foundation. 
 

On 12/5 our Legion Family celebrated the holidays with our annual holiday party where our Unit pro-
vided the birthday cake to celebrate the birthdays of the US Space Force and the US National 
Guard.  
 

Before school let out for the holiday break, we received a cute picture of her class with their Christ-
mas themed book from Scholastic Books. 
 

Our Legion Family participated in Wreaths Across America at Pineywood Cemetery on 12/13 at 
Pineywood cemetery in Winter Park. 
 

Weôre looking forward to Girls State interviews and Americanism essays coming in February. 
 

 

 
       Continued on Page 6 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112ðContôd from Page 5 
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219 
 

Unit 219 in Fruitland Park made a profound impact on their community with a highly successful 
Christmas gift giveaway, distributing over 3000 gifts to those in need. The visionary efforts of Lois 
and Patty Halliday were instrumental in organizing this event, leveraging the Unit's fundraiser, the 
Christmas Craft Fair and Market, as a platform to spread joy. Alongside the Unit's PR Chair, they im-
plemented an outreach strategy, utilizing local schools, social media, and 2 radio stations to reach a 
wide audience and make a tangible difference in the lives of families. The event was a resounding 
success, with parents and children alike reveling in the festive atmosphere. The Halliday's dedication 
and leadership have paved the way for this initiative to become an annual tradition, inspiring a sense 
of community and social responsibility. 
 
The Unit's Christmas Craft Fair was a success, raising over $400 for their general fund and bringing 
the community together in a celebration of creativity and generosity. With 15 vendors offering an ar-
ray of unique items, including handmade crafts, dog treats, mini trees, hot sauce, embroidered tow-
els, handcrafted purses, paintings, and delectable baked goods, every table was filled with excite-
ment and purpose. Unit 219ôs Auxiliary table served as a hub for recruiting and spreading aware-
ness, distributing numerous applications and sparking meaningful connections. This heartwarming 
event not only showcased the community's talent but also provided an opportunity to meet a Military 
Kid and present him with a Purple Busy Bag. The Family is inspired to get involved and join the Le-
gion Family. The Dad, is a Navy recruiter, Mom; Charriel expressing interest in becoming an Auxilia-
ry member, embodying the spirit of community and service. 
 
The Unit received a donation of yarn, and Auxiliary member Peggy Snyder kindly offered to crochet 
a baby blanket to be donated to Johnôs Hopkins Childrenôs Hospital in St. Pete this February. Other 
members have generously donated small quilts, lap blankets, tie fleece covers, and kids afghans for 
this initiative. Department President Robin Burk will make her official visitation during that time. If an-
yone wishes to donate a blanket, quilt, or afghan, they are accepting donations of baby blanket size 
to twin bed size; please contact Dara Oliver. 
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PINECASTLE UNIT 286 
 
Pine Castle Memorial Unit 286 was very busy this month taking care of the children and needy fami-
lies for the holidays. Together with the assistance of all the Post families (Auxiliary, Sons, Riders, 
and Legion) the group hosted their annual Kids Christmas Party with a special visit from Santa 
Claus. The special Pancake Breakfast with Santa had a total of 60 children and their families in at-
tendance. Santa sang Christmas Carols, read a Night Before Christmas, and asked each child what 
they wanted for Christmas before giving each one a special gift.  
 
The Post family also hosted an Angel Tree where 8 families were chosen with a total of 24 children. 
In addition to presents, each family was given a box of food that included non-perishable items and 
some fresh produce. The Children enjoyed toys and clothes and all of them that needed bikes were 
given either a bike or a big wheel. The monies for the gifts, the bikes and the food were a joint effort 
from all the post familyôs contributions and donations. There was a very last-minute call that was re-
ceived by the Post on Christmas Eve regarding a disabled veteran who had 6-year-old twins, a 9-
year-old, and a 14-year-old. They left with four bikes and some extra goodies, spreading the Christ-
mas Spirit for a very deserving family. 
 
Unit 286 and Squadron 286 also sponsored two families through the VA Hudvash Giving Tree Pro-
gram, and the goodies were delivered in beautiful Christmas Bags.  
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

Operation Homefront Christmas 2025 
 

National Security Chair Susan Duncan and Carol Pirone-Udell worked with three schools this year 
for Operation Homefront.  They were:  Lady Lake Elementary School, Carver Middle School in 
Leesburg, and Beverly Shores which is a Leesburg school but housing in Fruitland Park while their 
school is being renovated. Carol and Susan had five Dollar Tree Stores that participated.  Susan 
played a large part this year by visiting each store and presenting them with the Americal Legion 
Auxiliary credentials along with picking up donations.  Carol also pitched in and handled two of the 
locations.  All the donated toys had to be counted prior to being delivered to the respective schools, 
which took multiple trips in order to achieve this in time for Christmas.  A total of 4,853 toys were de-
livered at a value of $6,066.25, with a cumulative of 59 hours. This project falls under National Secu-
rity, but since we have no military bases near us, we are allowed to give to needy schools.    All do-
nations are greatly appreciated by the schools and, of course, the children. 

Dinner for Toys for Tots Volunteers 
 

Unit 347 recently hosted a dinner in honor of the Phillip DeLong Marine Detachment 1267 Toys for 
Tots volunteers. These dedicated individuals have been working tirelessly from September to De-
cember, ensuring that countless children receive gifts during the holiday season. Their efforts in-
clude collecting toys, sorting them by age groups, counting, and preparing individual gift bags for 
each child.  
 

This year, the volunteers' hard work reached a remarkable milestone. They managed to bring joy to 
over 19,000 children and are still tallying all the toys that were donated through businesses, private 
clubs, individual neighborhood collections and other donations.  This extraordinary achievement is a 
testament to their unwavering commitment and the community's generosity. The dinner served not 
only as a thank-you gesture but also as a celebration of the profound impact these volunteers have 
had in the community.   
 

Colleen Foley, Toys for Tots Coordinator, thanked all the volunteers and the American Legion Auxil-
iary for their hospitality in again hosting a dinner in their honor.  Commandant June Worden of the 
Marines Detachment also thanked the volunteers for their dedication and commitment to the Toys 
for Tots program, and Unit 347 for their support.  
        Continued on Page 10 


