
Hoping you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
 
Can you believe that the year is almost over? Now is the time to 
start planning for your year-end reports. I know everyone is busy at 
this time of year with food donations, toy donations and parties, so 
what better time to document all the hard work you are doing by 
taking pictures and sending them in to not only our District 6 news-
letter but also to Department as well!!!  We want to really showcase 
all the hard work that our 6th District does. Speaking of reporting, it 

is imperative that all units turn in a year-end report . If your unit does not work a particu-
lar program, for example, Past Presidents Parley - Please email the district chair for that 
program and simply say due to the size of our unit we currently do not participate in this 
program. Guess what? THAT COUNTS AS A REPORT towards the 100% goal. So, if 
your unit does not work a program, still send in the form with N/A.  
 
Also, if there is a member in your unit that goes above and beyond working a specific 
project or program and they have not been higher than a Unit level officer, please sub-
mit a nomination for the Unit Member of the Year Award. All the award criteria are under 
program action plans on alafl.org. Itôs time to recognize those unsung heroes within our 
units.  
 
Each unit is also required to turn in an Impact form for their unit. We discussed it briefly 
in a previous newsletter and will be discussing this at our next District Meeting on De-
cember 6th.  
 
Please let me know if you would like help in preparing your reports. We have an excel-
lent staff always willing to help.  
 
Thank you for all you do for this great organization.  
For God and Country, 
Carol Pirone-Udell 
6th District President 

#PassionForVets    #HeartsAsOne December, 2025 
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Come dressed in your best holiday attire! Unit presidents be  
prepared to talk about what your unit has been up to.  

District chairs be prepared to talk about anything new with 
your programs.   
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ORLANDO UNIT 19 
 

Junior member, Evelyn, has already qualified for 
Nationals in June, 2026. She ranks 1st in her divi-
sion of 40 riders and was up against all students 
from grades 9-12. Evelyn is in 9th grade. Evelyn 
participates as a member of the MW Equestrians 
Team 
 
Colette DeRouin and Evelyn flew to Rome, GA on 
November 7-9 to help Evelynôs Equestrian coach. 

She was in a horrific car accident in September and is in a wheelchair. Evelyn took care of her 3 
horses for a weekend college competition and Colette stayed with the coach to assist with mobility 
and wheeling her around. 

 
 
The Ovarian Cancer walk was November 8. Kathy was in charge 
of the VIP tent. On November 16, Kathy filled shoeboxes for Sa-
maritanôs Purse . 
 
 

 
 
 
Kathy attended the DAR Veterans Day program on 11/11 and 
Cathy Lindner attended the Veterans Day ceremony at the 
Altamonte Mall on Veterans Day. 
 
 
 

 
Kathy attended the City of Altamonte Springs Code 
Enforcement Meeting. It was regarding a property 
that had grass three feet tall and a wall coming 
down. November 14. The meeting was 2 hours be-
cause so many properties had violations. The prop-
erty will have a lien and be charged $250 a day for 
everyday the owner does not comply.  Kathy attend-
ed another City of Altamonte Springs meeting on 
11/17 regarding an easement behind her subdivision. 

 
 
 
Continued on Page 4 
 



 

ORLANDO UNIT 19ðContinued from Page 3 
 
Delivering the toys 11/18 to the 
National Guard Armory. Cathy 
helped with the Dollar Tree 
pickups at our five Dollar Tree lo-
cations. Cathy Lindner and Lori 
Budenski are also driving with 
toys 11/18 to the armory. Cathy 
Lindner, Lori Budenski, Mike 
Budenski, and Kathy DeRouin 
delivered 20 storage bins, 3 gar-
bage bags, and loose toys to the 
FL National Guard Armory No-
vember 18 in Orlando. 
 

 
 
Operation Homefront pick-ups began on Thursday, 11/20. 

Page 4 



BUSHNELL UNIT 101 
 
In October, Unit 101 in Bushnell 
Florida hosted a Trunk or Treat 
event and had a Kona ice truck on 
site for the kids.   Among tons of 
candy, they received a hot dog, 
chips and water. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Unit donated a basket for raffle to the Veteranôs Women Expo in Pompano 
Beach. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Unit hosted a Veteranôs dinner consisting of Shrimp 
and Ribs.  Veterans of Post 101 ate free. 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming donations and drives consist of purchasing wellness items to donate to the Homeless Stu-
dent Program at the high school. The items purchased will be placed in bags to be delivered.  Toys 
will be purchased to support the Toys for Tots drive and wreaths were donated for the WAA drive. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 

Chili Cook-off in January 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 

Unit 112 has been quite busy over this past month.  
 
We kicked off the month by shopping for all the 
non-perishable goodies for our Eastbrook Ele-
mentary food pantry Friday backpack program 
and our Holiday food baskets for the Lake 
Baldwin VA. The bags for the school were de-
livered on Veterans Day and we even got 
some help unloading the car from our Post Ad-
jutant and the School Resource Officer. Each 
bag contained all the non-perishables needed 
for a nice Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

While we were at Eastbrook, we also par-
ticipated in their annual Veterans Day 
breakfast and program. Nell and Marge 
handed out Poppies and small American 
Flags to all the Veterans attending the 
breakfast while our Adjutant, Bob, and 
Sgt-at-Arms, Ron, spoke with the Veter-
ans about the American Legion family, 
inviting them to visit our Post. 

 
We helped our Post Commander and Adjutant shop 
for their Giving Tree families in mid-November. Our 
Veterans Holiday food baskets were delivered to 
Lake Baldwin VA along with the gifts for the Giving 
Tree families. Our baskets contained all the non-
perishables for a nice Christmas dinner plus some 
extra goodies to help with the families food needs. 
 
Two of our members are runners. Terry recently completed the Every Womanôs 
Marathon in AZ and Maria completed the New York City Marathon, raising over 
$3000 for a local youth program. Several of 
our Unit members are participating in the Le-
gions USA250 Challengeðnotice Terryôs  
USA250 Challenge T-shirt!  
 
Our teacher who received our Give 10 to Edu-
cation support this year sent us another pic-
ture of her class with their Thanksgiving books 
that they received through the Scholastic 
Books program. 
 
      

  CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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WINTER PARK UNIT 112ðContinued from Page 6 
 

We have continued our birthday celebrations for our Post meetings in which 
the birthday of one of the service branches falls. In November, we celebrated 
the birthday of  the US Marines and weôll celebrate the formation of the US 
Space Force and US National Guard at our December Legion Family Holi-
day party.  
 

Every six months our Post holds a Post Everlasting Ser-
vice to celebrate the lives of members who have passed 
during the preceding six months. Our Unit had two mem-
bers pass away in April and May so they were included in 
the ceremony. We were asked to drape our Unit Charter 

for the service and ceremonially their membership was transferred to Unit Ever-
lasting. 

 

And it wouldnôt be November without our Departmentôs Fall 
Conference where we had the opportunity to attend lots of 
classes to help us learn more about our roles in the Auxil-
iary. A special treat was being able to meet our 2025-2026 
National President, Pam Ray. 
 

We are looking forward to attending the next 6th District 
Auxiliary meeting on 12/6 in Mt. Dora and we will be partic-
ipating in the Wreaths Across America ceremony at Piney-
wood Cemetery in Winter Park on 12/13. 
 

Next up will be selecting the winners from the Americanism Essay Contest entries we receive from 
the five elementary schools with whom we work and interviewing incredible young ladies for Girls 
state. 
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FERN PARK/ALTAMONTE SPRINGS UNIT 183 
 
This is for my American Legion Auxiliary Unit 183.  Help us raise some money. Basket is 
loaded with lots mystery items and scratch off tickets. Take a chance; it's for a great 
cause! 
 
We are having an online Basket Raffle to benefit our ALA Missions with a wide variety of 
your favorite items and scratch off tickets valued up to $425! You can use the link be-
low to purchase tickets at $5.00 each. The drawing will be on New Year's Eve @ 7:00 
PM. You can pass this link on to all your family and friends. 
 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/american-legion-auxiliary-unit-183s-
liquorscratch-off-raffle--2025?
fbclid=IwY2xjawNLrAZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyZ0Vkc3I4WnNFaW9ESjhrAR5KqM6b
LXJrQ2jfbgLT3oaT6g-
JQIJc7IpZSW9cjS92Li6GRhyTpStQEIYF6w_aem_Zhcp3llwueVs1T6pPnf4ng 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

106 Volunteers from Unit 347, were out in force at 11 loca-
tions on November 11th.  The frigid weather had everyone 
bundled up but it did not take away any of the enthusiasm 
in distributing 5,030 poppies.  We raised an amazing 
$7,569.15!   
 
Wearing a poppy is a time-honored tradition that symboliz-
es our gratitude and respect for veterans. The bright red 
flower is a powerful emblem of remembrance, inspired by 
the poppies that grew on the battlefields of World War I. 
Each poppy worn by a community member represents a 
personal pledge to honor the bravery and dedication of 

those who have served.  Volunteers made their presence felt, engaging with community members 
and sharing the significance of the poppy. 
 
The generous donations received during the poppy distribution are directly channeled into support-
ing veteran programs. These funds play a crucial role in providing assistance and resources to vet-
erans, helping to improve their quality of life and ensuring they receive the recognition and care they 
deserve. Whether it's healthcare, housing, or educational opportunities, the donations make a tangi-
ble difference in the lives of veterans. 
 
Veteran Bags 

Volunteers came out to fill 320 bags that were distributed to 
Veterans in eleven local facilities:  
Chatham Glen Health and Rehab, Watercrest at Buena Vista, 
Watercrest at Spanish Springs, Lady Lake Senior Living Facili-
ty, The Willows Senior Living Facility, Trinity Springs Senior Liv-
ing Facility, The Carriage House Senior Living Facility, Buffalo 
Crossing Senior Living Facility, Stonecrest Senior Living Facili-
ty, Hearthstone Senior Living Facility.  
 
We also provided 15 bags to the current Veteran Riding Group 
at Marion Therapeutic Riding Association.  

     Continued on Page 10 
 



LADY LAKE UNIT 347ðContinued from Page 9 
 

Veteran Service and Luncheon 
The Veteranôs Day Service was led by Post 347 Commander, Dave Musser.  The theme was 
ñCelebrating Our Veteransò.  The highlight was a slide show featuring over 100 of our Veterans.  The 
Commander also read a letter from the Honorable Senator Ashley Moody (Florida).  There were 
about 150 people in attendance, which was Veterans and guests.  There was a guest who was a Le-
gionnaire from Indiana who came just to see ñhow the largest Post in the worldò celebrated Veterans 
Day.  He was totally impressed on how we all come together to accomplish this.  The Auxiliary 
staffed the kitchen and provided a lovely lunch to all of the attendees.  
 
Operation Home Front 

Unit 347 participated in Operation Homefront for both their School Brigade and 
their Christmas Brigade .  Operation Homefront  is a national 501 (c) (3) nonprof-
it, an organization that helps build strong, stable, and secure military and veteran 
families. 
 
For these events, they partner with Dollar Tree stores Nationwide who run these 
programs asking their customers for donations,  Unit 347 has been assigned 5 
stores and since we do not have a Military base nearby to bring the toys to Mili-
tary families, we are allowed to donate them to local schools that most of the chil-
dren are classified as living in poverty levels. 
 

Recently Carol Pirone-Udell, Chairperson, and Susan Duncan started the Christmas Brigade.   So 
far we have delivered toys to two local schools, Carver in Leesburg, and Rolling Acres in Lady Lake.   
The teachers and staff were so appreciative. The community has been very generous during this 
time. 
 
Auxiliary Thanksgiving Food Drive  

The Auxiliary again came together to put together 100 food 
boxes and snack bags for Carver Middle School and Rolling 
Acres Elementary.  This time of year, receiving boxes of food 
and snack bags filled to the brim make the difference of those 
in need having a great Thanksgiving and being fed.  Arnold 
from the Carver Middle School met with 1st VP Pat Morrow on 
the pickup and stated that without this ñthey would have noth-
ingò.  We look forward to being able to do this again for Christ-
mas with a few more extras.   

 
The cost to fill 
these bags and 
boxes was 
$9,000.00 this year 
which was a 20% increase from last 
year.  Activities like this bring awareness 
to all on the need to assist those who are 
less fortunate. Continued on Page 11 
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347ðContinued from Page 10 
 
Auxiliary Supports the Lady Lake Parks Department Halloween Boo Bash 

On October 25th the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 347 participated in the Lady 
Lake Parks Department Halloween ñNot 
Too Scary Boo Bashò held at Snooky 
Park in Leesburg.  
 
Three of our members, Denise Hallisey, 
Charm Welch and Sue Gabriel handed 
out a variety of crafts for the children to 
take home.  The children played games 
and were rewarded with choices of candy, 
cookies and drink to fill their Halloween 

baskets.  It was a fun party enjoyed by children and adults attending.  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 2025-2026 
 

Community Service is so easy to participate in!  There are so many things that fall within this 
program.  Hope you enjoy these reminders for Community Service: 
Home is where the heart is: 

ñHomeò also includes our local communities.  This is where cherished memories are built.  
Look around é see how you can help! 

Be that ñPoint of Lightò by: 
Volunteering at a food bank or soup kitchen. 
Clean up public spaces like parks or beaches. 
Do yard work for elderly or ill neighbors. 

Assist at local animal shelters. 
Volunteer at local community centers. 

Participate in blood drives. 
Put together first aid kits for homeless shelters. 

ñIf you see whatôs wrong and you try to make it right, you will be a 
 Point of Light.ò   by Randy Travis 
Martin Luther King, Jr Day Of ServiceJanuary 19, 2026 

This is a National Day of Volunteer Service. 
Celebrate Dr. Kingôs legacy by turning community concern into citizen action. 

Partner with other organizations for Community Outreach and work together. 
Invite local residents to an event.  This is a good membership tool too! 

 
AWARDS é check out the Program Engagement Plan (PEP) and instructions in the Unit Guide for 
awards within the Department of Florida: 
Jan Croft ñHometown Awardò 
Most Compassionate Community Service Project 
Cathy Larkin-Richards ñBack the Badgeò Award  

 
AWARDS é donôt be óafraidô to put in for National Awards é see PEP. 
 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU:  I had this list available at the 6th District School of Instruction 
and at District meetings.  If you didnôt get it and want it, email me and request it:  flfrogs@aol.com.  
Iôll be thrilled to share it with you! 
 
Please submit your Unitôs year-end report form to me by April 1, 2026 via email.  I look forward to 
reading about all of the great things youôve done. 
 

ñIT IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT!ò 
{Steve Gilliland, motivational speaker} 

 
Diane Rousseau, 6th District Community Service Chairperson 
Cell:  352-430-4714 
 
 

mailto:flfrogs@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP 
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GIRLS STATE:  
Hello from Girls State ~ 
 

We have already started our 2026 year with new updated resources!! 
 

Our Unit Registration for Delegates and Alternates is now electronic!  Log on to our Department 
Website { www.alafl.org } Go to Programs / Scroll to Programs ï Outreach / Girls State: 
 

Scroll down to the section GS Unit Registration 2026 Only Use if Paying Electronically                 
Use this link to register using the Unitôs ACH payment method. 
Click under District 6 
Scroll to your Unit Number = It will display the number of delegates to which your Unit is eligible. 
Scroll to the bottom REGISTER NOW         

NOTE:  If your Unit displays ñ0ò for number of delegates, check for outstanding requirements to De-
partment (ALAMIS / Quotas / etc.). Please contact Brandi via email: Treasurer@alafl.org 
 

IF your Unit is Not yet set-up for ACH payment:                
Scroll down to the section GS Unit Registration 2026 Fillable (Do not complete if the unit completed 
and paid electronically)                 
Use this link ONLY IF the unit is mailing a form and check to Department.  
 

Once your Unit is registered, Director Paula Fox will assign the Delegate and Alternate Numbers 
and email the letters to your Unit GS Chair.  Regular Unit Registration is through December 31. 
2025. If your Unit is interested in sending more girls, the Over Quota applications will open January 
1-31, 2026. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT INTERVIEW ANY GIRLS PRIOR TO RECEIVING YOUR ASSIGNED NUM-
BERS 
 
We are always looking for Volunteer Staff members.  This yearôs session in Tallahassee, FL will be 
June 4 ï 12, 2026.  Senior and Junior Staff applications are now available on the ALA Dept Website. 
Itôs okay if you cannot stay the entire time, we can always use helping hands throughout the session! 
 

As you know we offer (2) Girls State Orientations in our District. Save the Date:   
Saturday, April 18, 2026 at Orlando Pinecastle Post 286    Registration 9:00am 
Our Second Date and Location: To Be Announced. 
 

GIRLS STATE IS GGRRREEAATTT!!!! 
 
ñA wise woman can predict the future, because she creates 
it.ò é Anonymous 
 
I hope You and your Families have and make many Precious 
and Blessed memories this Holiday season ~ 
 
T K 
Treva Kay Wildrick 

http://www.alafl.org
mailto:Treasurer@alafl.org
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The Chaplainõs PrayerñNell Colbert 

If your Unit has suffered the loss of one of your members, please remember to 
notify both our District Chaplain, Paula Fox,  and Karen Marks, the Department 
Chaplain.  
Email Karen at chaplain@alafl.org and Paula at foxinails1282@aol.com 
The Deceased Member Form should be completed for each member who has 
passed and included with your emails to Paula and Karen.  
The Member Data Form should be completed and emailed to Department Mem-
bership at membership@alafl.org so that Nationalôs records can be updated. 

October and November saw 
6th District Units losing sev-
eral members: 
 
 

Juliette SmithðUnit 19 
Sandra AliceaðUnit 35 
Esther VogenitzðUnit 219 
Susan OôBrienðUnit 347 
Patricia SteelðUnit 347 

 
Please keep these Units and the families and 
friends of these amazing Auxiliary members in 
your prayers as they deal with the loss of their 
loved ones during this holiday season 
 

 






