
Happy Spring! By the time this newsletter gets published it will be right at 
the Deadline for your year-end reports. I have received so many so far 
and let me tell you that the work our wonderful units in the Dynamite Dis-
trict 6 have done is nothing short of spectacular! I would also like to give a 
huge congratulations for the District on achieving over 100% member-
ship!!! WOO HOO.  

 

Although our Unit Reports are due April 1 ( Remember, deadlines are real!!) , there is 
still time to apply for National Awards. All of the criteria and deadline information is on 
the National Website : https://member.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form ( after you 
log in with your membership number)  
 

As we start to transition into a new year, letôs not forget that we still have work to do. 
Many units are getting their delegates and alternates ready through orientations and 
paperwork for Girls State . 1st and 2nd Rounds of Nominations are going on and elec-
tions will be soon. I would like to remind everyone to please be courteous to all new in-
coming officers, remember you were that person once. Please plan for smooth transi-
tions and be there to answer any questions they may have. For those that are taking on 
new roles, it's an exciting time for everyone.  
 

Some housekeeping items:  Please make sure that Department has your recent IRS 
990 Form or other annual report, a recent copy of your annual SunBiz updates, your 
Department of Agriculture Permit, and if you submit sales tax to the Department of Flori-
da. Please make sure these forms go to treasurer@alafl.org 
 

A few key dates to remember:   
 

Our District Constitutional Conference will be held on Saturday May 10th at Post 80, St. 
Cloud. Registration is at 9:30 am and the meeting starts at 10 am .We need to have all 
units attend so the new District President and Delegate and Alternate to National Con-
vention can be elected.  
 

Department Convention will be June 12-15th at the Hilton Orlando in Lake Buena Vista.  
 

Department Workshop is Friday, July 25 & Saturday, July 26, 2025 at the Altamonte 
Hilton. 
 

Thank you again for all that you do.  
 

For God and Country,  
 

Penny Kanbara 
District 6 President  
407-879-2528  
district6president@alafl.org 

#BuildingTheHouse  #MembershipIsTheKey April, 2025 
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WINTER GARDEN UNIT 63 
 

Celebrating Women of Service 
 

 
We welcome & celebrate our newest Penpal; Senior Air-
man Zoe Fetzer by sending her a card with a box of her 
favorites.  
 
 
 
 

St. Baldrick's Shave Event Fundraiser 
With sincere appreciation; Vice President; Kathy Weisner, Treasurer; Wendy Lavery, Sgt-at-Arms; 
Sue Lowrie volunteered with President; Lynn Bodell at the St. Baldrick's Head Shave Event; March 
15th at the 10th Annual Crooked Can Celtic Festival.  
 
A special thank you to Paul & Kathy Weisner for their fantastic fundraising. Grateful for our wonder-
ful shavees and people who donated money online or in person. Together with the community we 
raised $2,800.00 for life-saving childhood cancer research.  
 
Our event page is active for fundraising through December 31.  
St. Baldrick's Shave Event 2025 
 

Kind regards, 
Lynn Bodell 
Unit 63 President, 2024-2025 
Cell:  407-562-6205 
#buildingthehouse 
American Legion Auxiliary Strong 
 

 

 

https://www.stbaldricks.org/events/CrookedCan25


WINTER PARK UNIT 112 
 
The extra effort President Marge spent contacting our 
local high schools about identifying qualified candi-
dates to interview for our Girls State delegate posi-
tions, we interviewed eight amazing young ladies at 
the end of February. From this group, we selected two 

delegates and 
two alternates 
to represent 
our Unit this 
summer. 
 
At our March 
meeting, we 
welcomed 
two new members to our UnitðKaren, one of our Girls 
State alternates and her Mom, Sara, joined our Unit . We 
are thrilled to have them as part of our Unit.  

 
We also selected our Nominating Committee at our March meeting and they have already held their 
first meeting to identify candidates to serve as our officers for 2025-2026. After the willingness of our 
candidates to serve is confirmed, the slate of officers will be presented at our April meeting where 
nominations from the floor can be accepted. Elections will be held during our May meeting and our 
installation should be in July.  

 
One of our members regularly attends the Department VA&R Zoom ses-
sions. During one of those sessions early in the year, an idea was present-
ed to recognize our Post veterans with a birthday cake to celebrate the 
dates each branch of the military was established. Our Unit adopted this 
idea in October, and each month with a service branch birthday, we have 
provided a birthday cake for the Postôs meeting. In March, we celebrated 
the birthday of the American legion.  
 

We contacted the eight elementary schools with whom we work about the Scholastic Achievement 
awards. Nell has requested the names of one boy and one girl from the 5th grade class to be recog-
nized as of Scholastic Achievement award recipient for 2025. We are looking forward to making 
these presentations in late May. 
 
We are exploring the idea of collecting underwear and socks for one of our local schools that has 
quite a few unhoused families.  Our goal would be to deliver what we collect to the school at the be-
ginning of the school year. 
 
The Military Officers Association of America, Orlando Chapter, has again asked for our assistance  
in helping them get a grant from the National Auxiliary Foundation to support their Creative Arts pro-
gram for Veterans.  
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FRUITLAND PARK UNIT 219 
 

Unit 219 in Fruitland Park recently hosted their 50ôs - 60ôs Dance to benefit Boys and Girls State.  
 

The Auxiliary had a packed house and they jitterbugged to DJ Diamond Dave until late into the even-
ing.  
 

They raised $1770. for Girls State and $1770. for Boys State.   
 
The Pink Ladies made a special appearance.  
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LADY LAKE UNIT 347 
 

Recognized by Lake Sumter State College 
Supporting Nursing Students through Scholarships 

 

Unit 347 was honored as the ñDonor Spotlightò by Lake Sumter State College for their 
generous support of 12 second-year students with scholarships. This recognition 
highlights the significant impact the unit has made in fostering education and provid-
ing opportunities for future nurses. 
 

Maureen Caswell, President of Unit 347, and Kathy Allen, Treas-
urer, were present at the college for a special video shoot prior to 
the dinner. During their visit, they expressed the importance of 
supporting the nursing program and emphasized the critical role 
of scholarships in helping students achieve their academic goals. 
 

The 8th Annual Scholarship Dinner, which took place on March 6, 
2025, was a momentous occasion attended by Maureen Caswell, 

Kathy Allen, Lois Bass, and JoLinda Spears. This event 
celebrated the achievements of the scholarship recipi-
ents and underscored the community's commitment to 
enhancing educational opportunities. 
 

The dedication and generosity of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 347 
have made a lasting difference in the lives of many students, ensuring that 
they have the resources and support needed to succeed in their nursing ca-
reers. This recognition by Lake Sumter State College is a testament to the 
unit's unwavering commitment to education and community service. 
 

 

Womenôs Veterans Luncheon Presented by American Legion Auxiliary Veteranôs Memorial 
Unit 347   

 

Auxiliary Unit 347 hosted its 31st Women Veterans Luncheon on  
March 10, 2025, to honor women of service during Womenôs History month.  
Each year, The Auxiliary honors the service and sacrifice these women made 
during a time when the presence of women in service were far and few between.  
More than 88 female veterans attended. Many of the women veterans belong to 
the Tri-County Women's Veterans group, Post 347 and/or live locally in Leesburg 
and Ocala.  
 

Heath Davenport from the American Legion Post 
347 Judge Advocate gave a presentation on what 
has changed in the military with various branches 
over the years. Vanessa Thomas, Florida Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs - Women Veteransô Coordi-
nator, spoke on various benefits for women veter-
ans. 
 

The Auxiliary served a hot meal for lunch along with 
fabulous charcuterie boxes for each guest.  Each of 
the veterans in attendance received a patriotic um-
brella as a parting gift.  
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GIRLS STATE 
 

Girls State is GRREATT!! 
 
 

All Delegates and Alternates along with their Par-
ent or Guardian are REQUIRED to attend an Orien-
tation to complete their registration.  
 
Saturday,  April 12th  
American Legion Post 286 
529 Fairlane Ave  
Orlando, FL 32809 
Registration 9:00 am 
Meeting 9:30 am 
 
Sunday, May 4th 
American Legion Post 219 
194 N Fountain St  
Fruitland Park,  FL 34731 
Registration 9:00 am 
Meeting 9:30 am 
 
Girls State is GRREATT!! 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 

April is the Month of the Military Child. Please remember to wear purple on 
April 18th. 
 

Please remember our Children & 
Youth picnic on April 5th at Post 117 in 
Palm Bay. Please see our flyer on 
Page 15 of this newsletter. We also 
need baskets for the picnic  
 

If your Unit would like to do 
the Military Childôs Table, the 
ceremony is on the following 
two pages: 
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The Chaplainõs Prayer 

If your Unit has suffered the loss of one of your members, please remember to 
notify both our District Chaplain, Paula Fox,  and the Department Chaplain, 
Karen Marks.  
Email Karen at chaplain@alafl.org and Paula at foxinails1282@aol.com 
The Member Data Form should be completed for each member who has 
passed and included with your emails.  
The Member Data Form should also be emailed to Department Membership at 
membership@alafl.org so that Nationalôs records can be updated. 
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Happy Spring - Happy April from your Historian Dara. 
 

We all know that Units should have sent their reports to their Districts on or before April 1st and Dis-
tricts are now getting their reports to Department by April 15th.  
 

BUT é. Historian Awards are not due until May 1st. Please check the website for instructions 
and specific guidelines.  
 

ñIf you lived it today, tomorrow it becomes our history - so Iôm sure everyone has a story to tell.ò 
 

I hope that you also got a chance to see the Facebook page for Womenôs History Month this past 
March, with many of our 6th District Leaders, Dual Members and Officers highlighted with their Aux-
iliary story. It is not too late to submit one of these as a ñMembers Rememberò project. You can ask 
easy questions and write their Auxiliary story or history. 

 
On Day 4 - we highlighted: PDP Diane Rousseau,  
 
Day 5 - PDP Peggy Hearlson,  
 
Day 10 - we celebrated all Female Veterans at Unit 347,  
 
Day 9 we honored Lois Halliday and  
 
Day 19 - was for Kathryn Wilgus; all ladies from the 6th District.  
 
 

These stories can be as long or as short as youôd like. Just take the time to write their story. Have 
you ever thought about writing about your mentor? 
 
Some of the questions that could be asked are: (and please be very detailed it makes for an inter-
esting story!)   
 
What Unit did you begin your start? (Unit/City/Department) 
What Unit do you belong to and where are you a member now? (Unit/City/ #) 
            
          Continued on Page 12      
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Continued from Page 11 
 

When did you join the American Legion 
Auxiliary and have you transferred Units (if so why; did you Move, get married etc.? )  
Who did you join under? Be specific please - i.e.: Spouse, Paternal Grandfather, Mother, Sibling, Maternal 
Grandmother éetc.é  
Why did you decide to join? 
Tell me about your Family - please name them, if you feel comfortable. Are they Legion Family members? 
Who was someone that made you decide to stay in the Auxiliary or what made you continue your member-
ship?  
Do you have a mentor in the ALA? 
Please list whom and be specific about them, what role did they serve, how did they entice you, what did they 
do?  
What did you want to get out of the Legion family?  
What is your favorite part of belonging? What is your educational background?   
What is your work background?  
What is your favorite ALA Program or committee? And why?  
What was one of your most significant achievements either a contribution as a Chairman or what did you do 
specifically for an event or program? 
What are you most proud of as an Auxiliary Member?  
Was your Auxiliary Career a traditional one or did you start at a Leadership role right away?  
How far have you reached in Leadership and have you met your personal goals? 
As Department President, what was your pin, your motto, your colors and your project?  
Who have you served under (in the ALA Department President or National) and in what capacity did you 
serve with them?  
What position or role do you aspire in becoming?  
Is there an event you wish you could bring to your area?  
What else do you think we should know about you personally or professional.  
 

And ** PLEASE share any photos from the past to the present that you would be willing to share. 
 

There are plenty of Awards given for many different History projects - I hope each one of you will submit and 
have the bragging rights to represent your Unit or the 6th District.  
 

 
 

Thank you all for submitting your reports and Iôm looking forward to reading your award submissions and histories. Also 
donôt forget about the new pictorial history book called the Voorhis award given to someone who completes a photo 
scrapbook. 
 

I thank you again for your support this year as not only your district but department and National historian.  
 

Dara Oliver, American Legion Auxiliary,  
Unit 219 Member - 6th District & Department FL Historian 2023-2025 National Historian 2024-2025 
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Thank you all that came out to support the District 6 Family Picnic held @ American Legion Old 
Glory Post 183 in Fern Park . It was a big success and it could not have happened without all of the 
generous donations towards the food and baskets ! It was by far the best by year we have had in a 
long time . The Cornhole tournament host by Post 243 Oviedo is always a highlight and the Auxiliary 
team of Patsy and Penny made it all the way to the final round - losing out to Post 53 .  
 
The band Triple Play entertained the crowd on a perfectly sunny day . Squadron 183 member John 
took guests on boat rides around the lake  while TK Wildrick had the riders racing horses and selling 
her famous strawberries !  
 
We couldnôt have done this without it being a tremendous team effort . Thank you to all involved !  
 
Enjoy the photos !  

 

2025 6th District Picnic 


